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History of the Child Science Exchange Program in East Asia 
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November, 2007:  Inauguration of the Child Science Exchange Program in East Asia

April, 2008:  Child Growth and Development and the Daily Life Environment  

October, 2008:   What Can Adults Do to Realize Child-Caring Design (CCD) that 
Considers Children and their Needs?

September, 2009:  Language Development and Neuroscience    

November, 2009:  The Child Science of Emotion

November, 2010:   Coordinating Preschool and Elementary School 

October, 2011:  What is High-Quality Early Childhood Education?               

September, 2012:  Child Science of Play and Learning

October, 2013: Playful Pedagogy — Child Science of Play and Learning

History of CRN

The Good Toy Exhibition

CRN Publications



The twenty-first century is said to be the century of Asia, but this will depend 
on the healthy growth and development of our children.  For the countries of 
Asia, this will mean clarifying the factors that hinder healthy growth and 
considering how to resolve the underlying problems. In most cases, these 
factors are intertwined so that they cannot be addressed  within the rubric of a 
single discipline.  It will require specialists from a range of disciplines sharing 
their knowledge in dialogue. In other words, we need a new interdisciplinary 
science regarding children. This is what I call “Child Science.”  In other words, it 
is a new human science of children.  

Since November 2007, CRN has been engaged in ongoing exchange with 
Chinese scholars and specialists through the Child Science Exchange Program 
in East Asia. The interdisciplinary dialogue has been invaluable and the 
opportunity to discuss the problems that children experience in each culture 
has been a true learning experience. We have learned much from our weakness 
and strengths.  The program we launched with East Asian countries, centering 
on China, will play an important role in solving the children’s issues. 

What does it mean to say that the century of Asia has begun?  Certainly, we 
can expect further globalization in the future.  And this calls not just for 
science and technology, but for building world peace by strengthening the ties 
that bind us in the family and society and our feelings of empathy and ethical 
and moral responsibility for one another.  It is the task of child specialists in 
each country to work to improve childcare, education, and the environment in 
which children are raised.

On this occasion, let me express my hope that we can make the 21st century 
the “century of the child” and that we can start here in East Asia.

Noboru Kobayashi
Honorary Director, Child Research Net (CRN), 
Professor Emeritus, the University of Tokyo
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Greetings

We know that the environment in which children are raised has a major effect on 
subsequent development and character formation.  This has been established by 
an enormous amount of research in the field of human development.  It is also 
self-evident that adults, who are the decision-makers in the present world, are 
responsible for providing a better environment for children to grow and develop 
as citizens of the future world.  

Nevertheless, in the countries of East Asia, including Japan, there is a clear lack of 
investment in research and resources needed to improve education regarding 
early childhood development and to create an environment best suited for this 
development.  Currently faced with a number of issues, early childhood education 
is on the verge of a transformation as we can also see from the launch of a 
new-type integrated institution--Early Childhood Education and Care centers; 
nintei kodomo en--, the difficulty in enrolling children in day-care facilities, and 
the cooperation between preschool and elementary schools.  

Child Research Net, established under the motto “Children are our Future,” 
inaugurated the Child Science Exchange Program in East Asia in 2007, proposed 
by Dr. Noboru Kobayashi and Dr. Zhu Jiaxiong, conferences have since been held 
every year at various cities in China and Japan.  At these conferences, Japanese 
and Chinese researchers and professionals in childcare and education have raised 
a number of issues from a global perspective and engaged in lively exchange on 
the type of environment most beneficial for child development in a historical and 
cultural context. 

Since I succeeded Dr. Kobayashi, the founder of Child Research Net, as director in 
2013, it has been my mission to further expand this program.  This will entail not 
only closer research coordination and exchange, but also making the knowledge 
gained widely known to the world at large.  Although our countries and cultures 
may be different, our mission can be summed up as follows:  For a better future of 
the children of the world.
The nine Child Science Exchange Programs in East Asia has been a step toward 
realizing this goal.

Yoichi Sakakihara
Director, Child Research Net (CRN),

Professor, Graduate School of Ochanomizu University
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The Child Science Exchange Program in East Asia was inaugurated in November 
2007 at East China Normal University in Shanghai with the support of Benesse 
Corporation.  Enjoying steady growth over the past seven years, it has now held a 
total of nine conferences, including the Good Toy Exhibition in Tokyo, Beijing, 
Shanghai, Changsha, Hangzhou, Zhengzhou and Taipei. Through exchange 
between China and Japan and within East Asia, our activities aim to foster the 
healthy growth and development of children. 

First, as representative from China to the Child Science Exchange Program in East 
Asia, I would like to express my deep appreciation to Dr. Noboru Kobayashi and to 
the Japanese Society of Child Science. Dr. Kobayashi, a tireless advocate of Child 
Science and its international significance, has made great contributions to 
child-rearing, childcare, and education not only in China, but throughout East 
Asia. I have been inspired by his teaching, the strength of his convictions, and his 
kindness and humility.

The Child Science Exchange Program in East Asia is experiencing lively growth.  
Through the efforts of Dr. Kobayashi, researchers, teachers, and all those who 
work with children, I believe it will continue to be a productive and positive force 
in children’s lives.

Jiaxiong Zhu
Professor Emeritus, East China Normal University
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