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Topics
Second Annual Conference of the Japanese Society of Child Science
Multicultural Society and Children: Coexistence and Support for the Future

Child development in multicultural societies of the 21st century
shifts from equilibrium to conflict model

The Japanese Society of Child Science held its annual conference &
at the University of Tokyo on September 3 and 4, 2005 on the

theme “Multicultural Society and Children: Coexistence and HEE
Support for the Future.” This topic was both a new and timely one @) OO 4 g % %ﬂ
for Child Science as an increasing number of non-Japanese 27 'ﬁf E g =
children now live in Japan and more Japanese reside abroad. Past JY B ; S EE % =l Z ;
research had tended to focus on children from the same cultural 'Y & - )
background, but this conference underscored the growing %b

significance of the development of children in multicultural
societies as a subject of research in the twenty-first century.
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In his keynote address entitled “Children Living in a Multicultural
Society,” Professor Konoe Sato of Tokyo Gakugei University
noted that education theory is shifting from the equilibrium model
of a mono-cultural society to a conflict model of a multicultural
society. Professor Kuniyoshi Sakai of the University of Tokyo
gave a special address on “The Bilingual Child’s Brain,” based on
the latest brain science research. Professor Makoto Iwata of Tokyo
Women'’s Medical University spoke on “The Aphasic Brain.”
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Entitled “Developmental Problems of Children between Cultures,”
the first symposium discussed problems of social adaptability and
conflicts that emerge in multicultural contexts with three panelists:
Professor Masayo Yamamoto of the Graduate School of Kansai
University, Associate Professor Rieko Tomo of Doshisha Women'’s
College of Liberal Arts, and Professor Judit Hidasi of Kanda
University of International Studies.
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The second Symposium on “Non-Japanese Children in Japan:
Current Situation and Support” discussed the specific problems
faced by non-Japanese children in Japan. Besides legal issues of
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human rights, these included support for unemployed young
people, children who do not receive health checkups, and other
necessary daily life assistance. Those familiar with the issues
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pointed out both the neglect of these non-Japanese families by
Japanese society and also areas for improvement. The three
panelists were Adjunct Professor Yasuko Minaura of Qchanomizu
University, Professor Yasuhide Nakamura of Osaka University,
and Masao Niwa, Attorney, Osaka Bar Association.

The conference concluded with presentations by two researchers
from China, Tian Hui of China National Institute for Educational
Research and Professor Jiaxiong Zhu of East China Normal
University who discussed support programs for early childhood
education in East Asia. This exciting and stimulating exchange
was a truly appropriate ending for this conference on multicultural
society.

Py oo



2006

ZhA5NDCRN

a n s f o r
FRDES T

After a decade of activity, CRN’s website has established a solid
reputation. Interest in Child Science is strong and growing. Amid the
explosion of information on the Internet, CRN offers free access to
reliable research reports, data, and other welcome resources for
researchers of children’s issues, child care professionals, and
caregivers. With the founding of the Japanese Society of Child
Science, we now bring together a wide range of specialists on media,
play, child raising, and other topics of Child Science.

CRN will celebrate its tenth anniversary with commemorative
activities in FY2006. These include exchanges with researchers in
East Asia. Despite environmental differences, Japan, China, Korea,
and Taiwan are all experiencing a declining birthrate, and an
upcoming symposium and other events will address how child raising
is affected by this phenomenon. Using broadband and the latest sound
and image technology in our Internet conferences and networks, we
will address child-related problems together and seek solutions that
will make a difference in children’s lives.

In April 2006, CRN will move from the suburbs to the heart of Tokyo,
where we will share our location with another Benesse Corporation
research institute established to study a wide range of parenting
issues. This will open up new possibilities of coordination and
cooperation in research. Along with us, we hope that you will look
forward to our future activities as we begin our second decade.
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* Scientific verification of the practical knowledge and experience of
child care professionals (University professor)

* Child Science from the perspective of children as our future, not
Justin terms of the declining birthrate as a national crisis or
economic issues (Nursery school owner)

* Research on the fun and wonder of child raising, rather than the
difficulty (Company employee)

* Besides research on media and children, recommendations on
specific media (Private tutoring school owner)

* Building a network to promote links between medicine and
education and sound child development (Physician)

» Cooperation with international children’s organizations to save
children from the ravages of war. CRN’s network has the potential
to disseminate information to a wide range of concerned people.
(University professor)
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CRN YEAR BOOK 2001
Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2000
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A Dialog between Toshiyuki Sawaguchi and Noboru Kobayvashi
"How are Developments in Neurology Changing our
| View of Children?"

CRN YEAR BOOK 2003
Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2002
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A Dialog between Nobukazu Tajika and Noboru Kobayashi
"Can the Future Astroboy Surpass

the Human Child?"

CRN YEAR BOOK 2005
Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2004
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A Dialog between Hisao Baba and Noboru Kabayashi
"Anthropology and Child:

__| Prolonged childhood with brain enlargement”

| the synapse controls the balance between mind and body"
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CRN YEAR BOOK 2002
Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2001
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| A Dialog between Takeshi Asao, Takashi Saito, and Noboru Kebayashi

| "Children Play with their Minds and Bodies"

. CRN YEAR BOOK 2004
| Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2003
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i A Dialog between Sumiko Mochida and Noboru Kobayashi
| "Neurotransmitters: Microscopic substances at
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Japanese-language website
http://www.crn.or.jp/
ZIEAIR
English-language website
http://www.childresearch.net/
EER
Chinese-language website
http://www.crn.net.cn/
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Child Research Net (CRN) is a non-profil, Internet-based child research

institute and operated as an activity of the Fukutake Education Foundation
under the auspices ol Benesse Corporation in Japan.

Benesse

5CC000@




	20.pdf
	21.pdf
	22.pdf
	23.pdf
	24.pdf

