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' Children on the Internet

How do children and young people learn new media and make it a part of their daily lives? CRN
conducts ongoing fieldwork on teenagers, and our findings continually show us how creatively

they use the Internet to have fun, learn, and communicate.
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Because it’s free, convenient
and right at home

In our survey begun in April 2005, we interviewed children
on why they used the Internet. Their answers were quite
clear: “Because we have it at home and I can play games
and listen to music for free. It has everything!” When it
comes to questions about getting an e-mail address, making
a personal home page, interesting sites, or how to avoid
spam, they just ask their friends. The Internet is part of their
social life.
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Children Creating a Net Culture

Surveys of children’s community sites and blogs indicate
that they are very inventive when it comes to expressing
themselves with the free services offered on the Internet.
Their lives are full of club activities, cram school, after-
school lessons. Even commuting to school can take time.
But during their limited free time, they cultivate friendships
through online communication. For them, there isn't any
difference between socializing face-to-face and via media.

Having fun can be creative concentration and the Internet is
no exception. Code-like writing that plays with letters and
fonts, photographs with graffiti, original games, and multi-
function blogs are just some of their amazingly creative
works on the Internet. For a number of children, keeping a
diary seems to be one way to deal with the stress of being
bullied.

CRN will follow up on these children as they grow with the

changing Internet environment. What will they be doing and

feeling when they enter junior high school?
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