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Thoughts on CRN’s First Decade

The decade since CRN’s founding has passed quickly. While society has grown wealthier overall despite the economic recession, disparities on an individual
level are widening. Prosperity has spurred development in science and technology, in particular, in information communication technology (ICT). but
children’s issues remain unresolved and continue to grow more serious, It seems that children always bear the brunt.

During the last decade, our world has been profoundly changed by ICT, not just by the Internet, but also by mobile communications with yoice and text, and
now camera functions. We expect more advanced ICT and further social changes in the decade to come. One task for CRN will be to find ways to use this new
technology to improve the lives of children.

When addressing child-raising, day care, and education. our areas of concern, CRN considers children’s lives in both their unchanging and changing aspecis,
namely, their biological development as well as socio-cultural elements that vary according to the changing times. Considering children from both biological
and social perspectives, we work to solve specific issues that emerge in a particular era. It is our responsibility to remain watchful and sensitive to changes in
areas that affect children and identify possible solutions. We hope that, together with our users, we can continue to fulfill this responsibility to children.

OCRN’SI Aims <> CR N

B Bringing together people concerned about children and offering a forum for innovative
interdisciplinary discussion YE AR

M Pursuing the happiness of children from the biological and social perspectives of S A BOO
Kodomogaku in its consideration of children SR e
B Exchanging infarmation and knowledge on the Internet with child experts and 2006

researchers worldwide
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A Dialog between Dr. Hirofumi Uzawa and Dr. Noboru Kobayashi
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Today, problems pertaining to children present a challenge commen to all advanced industrial Ig: E; J:ﬂ zf CI% N 2 3:- ‘5' /}_I:
nations. We are confronted with the task of examining whether or not our society itself might 3 * 05 ‘E‘ X - ok E %
not be preventing our children from having a rich childhood full of hopes and dreams. We = L ~ B :%‘_ R0
sought the advice of the renowned economist Hirofumi Uzawa. Alarmed at the global 7 t: [ | e h 7 L &
el > ol
dominance of market principles, Dr. Uzawa has proposed a new concept of the economy LS A = 3 'f L
based on social common capital. & L T L5 v 2 K
AR # 7= [nl A T 5 7
Using public funds effectively without leaving it up to bureaucrats oL or w1 H @& o &
T:%%?ﬁﬂ?ﬁ’li&:’(“ﬁ
[+ - 37 =} Ij e
Kobayashi: Today, I'd like to hear your firsthand comments on the issue of children from an -g: 7 ]fﬁr\% é:\ )f 2 E % 3: Sl\
economist’s point of view. For many years [ have been under the impression that in Japan the state Yl ox X 0 H o E 5
budget allocated for children is too small, disproportionately scanty in comparison with the budget for jEl: » L A fﬁ e w P A&
the aged.®*1 That's very disturbing. ek b g T 2 A
T : : BALZAE BEAhRA
- . - . . . T h T & & & T F
UZAWA: Japan’s postwar society succeeded in achieving remarkably high economic performance, but L H 2 B 5 0 i F - o
the importance given to human values has consistently declined. One result is today’s relatively low & o o= —T e 2 T
state budget for children. I have lived in many different countries, so I can tell you that Japan, O T T A E H L T‘ i %
compared with other countries, has become a leading nation in neglecting children. Sad, isn’t it? ;}; g ; g g E? ? 2 % JZ;:‘
*1
Forinstance. according to the report released by National Institute of Population and Social Security Research last year. the percentage - - T
share of the social security expenditure for elderly (i.e. retirement pensions, medical care, welfare services) in FY 2003 was over 70% %_J_ T 9 7 7‘3“; ? § (g l‘f
while the share of expenditure for children and their family (i.e. child allowance and childbirth allowance) was only 3.8% R e % &: 2 N }R % B 'é)
5T 3T k7 o dE
D3V 5 o WIC s kA
TTEFENL ) KL LS E
3R THE S0 0y H
A i v B Tw#& 7
Wobor AT R LA B
TEOAEDIHHD LT
Lz AR 20 2GR
s EAPRRBTOS A
3 8 R W ICERT I LB
mEFELBE "L Z
SHE 2 k<Y A LD
@ .
Hirofumi Uzawa
BEEOSETHMLYAE T REATF
°ﬁ‘;§%’&£?¥§ﬁ_?‘ti¥: 2 R
g e@ cdF5x nHua
sHE 00X rBaE AN
A#RE "HFEZELIH ATy -
3" EE i eatsEmEn 2
xRz cslERREsg
tEEEesx7Ex a2 0"
tEmig E ] Sx%zENaxp
EREAR4AH) sghmd?
_E‘;ESA:’J‘-(j:Zﬁa)’/FE]—Eﬁé‘
HEmets2ex gt
EAMG:SE2T 04
GRS § N B
EEH 7% S A ¥ x g S
§%%<K§Eﬁ§°$ﬂé
TR EEE S EEES D
*1 fe& AR, 20055ICEIA SRR - ACRREERSR R 2. 2003 EICAbN L BROHER

EESHROMBRICLD L. FPER. 1l EORREORIRY B0 7EEEA TS,
RETLPHENRR L £ OF £ & PRENROBHNRII2E08KICLEL 2 TVS,




B 20 S0 EVEo O EIEQ —RviEE e E ﬁ

HE DmRdEEQmEU&e X wobde® 9oEQin

PONRT BEEVREOMD  RRIARYR O I KD WOr et e I
o 20 = F
DR UDWRKERER L0 40010 O R4 wHQIE 2 m & ﬁmwm,m ¢ AR .
~ o aA i\ 2l o ﬁ.&ruru.;ﬁ %gﬂﬂs HhE e H
FLASC O S04 §0 BUECHURENIEE Ui ol g B £25E8% 20 U & & | w 2
b AN e 10 PRI QR 5 € 0 0 v & 2288 MENGEVUR-I I I T
A S M EEC RQIEL 18 LT Ba 823:°% EDswEC N  ©
LI PUDLOSRROE Y SHEWOVOLRUES<R LHEouge Tl xBHEWwH LT
S L e ok < e Koagao =SEEZZ PRI T O -
LF@J}?CE&O.TNB L@A._m.ﬁ&mmx__q ﬁ%.ﬁa%%}:&*bbfkﬁmlﬂ“bf Hv_.. ﬁ W VIR ﬁ .*...lh 8 = T.b M ,WOH / ") w m..l.. ﬂ ___E .—9 ® .Tv. m
SHITEQ 1P D i WO QK IE L R O & 5 BAEN e 2 B L R S #O2
== = 4 = w ’ - )
K ERUVeLERD EE S VRGN0 L QU Sewmuipy 8525272 HHER v lER S
BRBORI AN INDLIE SO WRL SRS < He S SESYBiEzs L ELEYERE:,
..-h = frii= e o= L = m
VYT QO RIPAREWA ISR O AR IR 4. O oS ER EZgSS > ® .9 .MM ANm T
L . M UMD E 00 0ESEE, = =l L s
UREwEeSRVIe I e i P 0e L, K R w 8= 5E ek MEmmK.EO.C_.Em,m
EE 0K 2 AE L A i RN BEQ FoLtESIRoECoEctE W L Rk
+ — 7 2 = 3 g =
TE RERAMINDIEN  EOS OHSSIRORS ; D TR EN
A o = -~ n = R > [
v SRS L0 O W Z e | H FE LDz U =E
. SEHY RO 23
REBRKWPI POHIM R 0 HAUNAUDLOQ LR Gy
40D ML LER N v D LY EERIRUEQILW D

IO D e 30 0 Ay
WERIEHL LRGBS D
327 ImEEEHB OS5 T M
A0 Q HH R 00 A < &
S I AR R A0S A X E AR
HEGRAD 2 A KL B T A
o

Ea NRo RS
KI-QEIE O - KRB KE QME
Lo Q i v e
0 I B A 00 A TR BEHE L 4
27 HrEw ON<Q RIE0wWK
ESERSEES i Sk o ke nl ol ol el
oA e M N
Ro—PEM O LR 2 —2
20D Q% O mRRH
HI T 0@ KA B IR 600 L BT

6D IR TR YOI
B QR0 me<t{m
TSP Y KRN 2l
0 VIBERWIEQ e
@

[HHEHERT K | 15
12 W R I i

SE Eon [EEEHE
M| 2 Zoodpsein Qo) LB
HEADHP s L0 s ) oS
i) O v E SR D
T SR P Ja U T Nl o -2 R
Rt

] I hoeeits [ a0
= 0fr D K0 S | w0 [

10, NERELED
B TOAPIE, HEXE |

REDEZZTOEFZ, BEHHLPSREIEE

=

—

EL{FEVET,

An Introduction to Mathematics for Grades 5 to 7

HFEOZZOAYAOI
5 hRRERE

5,




-]
EELEFED |
£

EaOEIC LKL
N\

Economics and Children: = T ':E 75{ W & ‘*éj %’\ -§: 9 %_\_'
The perspective of social common capital ﬁ;ﬁ -t %‘ & @ f :f_k* % 1 ’Z?E ‘g
for a nation that values children iy < L ogE T D I e
e ;5=%J,2L>:$i;tb’c
Kobayashi: If the state wants to improve the environment of children, it should first make ij{ ; é & (C\ 7% l&:\ ;‘% & ?_
3 - o B . 9 l\\ £ ik = \/\
financial outlays for it, right? E 2 é E‘- 53 o5 = Z &
» Eﬁl o ;{ Aid :% & i i @O
UZAWA.: I agree, but the crux of the problem is not the amount of the outlay. but the i% = 0 T i)\ ] mE
purpose of the allocation and the idea behind how it should be spent. Quality. not the 5 g ? v I-LE }_5 {% i 2 E
. . 0 i 2 5 -
quantity, is the question. w L h % ;‘T" & O HE kb
t 20D FT HOETTL
KOBAYASHI: In reality, not only is the budget low, but the way it is spent is also
questionable. = .
LI
: S | -y A8 i< y TS .
UZAWA: In {apan, Lhe.: amount of |.110uey at The government’s disposal l.s so great that <‘ — & & l;lg g; 5 #l 4 g 4
bureaucrats of lesser virtue can easily waste it on superfluous and grandiose ) i - % E: W & B T K 3/
construction projects. Our money is not spent efficiently at all. We have to stop letting /4 /Ei r DR 2 — B 5 & >
bureaucrats do whatever they like, and instead work out an effective system that caters to 'i"lijl‘ 7? D % % {f {}\ #* ?';L ) 7
people’s demand to safeguard the well-being of children. f’E .g ‘tj\ i 3 ok g + = ;}\{
i O =T = 1Hh Db L e 5
In the United States, just to give you an example, about one half of university endowment g it f{ TR s T R 1)) - oD 4
funds come from private bequests. In Europe and North America, bequests are exempt from 7% ﬂé Hf’j] F 3 5‘: Eo i) < " ;"g F
estate taxes and managed in accordance with the wishes of the individual donors. Similarly, % F; 4 j; % EIEIEI Jf; & é 7:E Y
the so-called 1% Law. which originated in Hungary, has spread throughout the European T E/E? LR E A VJ\ ] L
Union. It allows taxpayers to make a donation of up to one percent of their income tax (o an
eligible NGO or a listed public cultural institution of choice. In this way, people can put
their money to use in ways that are meaningful to them and beneficial to society. EE : A L.l EN I :h
CID o MC T = S 7 S M ¢
= o _ B & f ¥ TR L * %
[n Japan, too, at the beginning of the Meiji Era, villagers used to donate their common 2 2 B b = 5
woodland to build elementary schools. Lumber from these woodlands was used to construct B 5 »r T =2 g [ %3 by
school buildings or raise the funds needed. That’s why elementary schools then were ? - 7 ‘ﬂ; % T g % " r%:
sometimes housed in impressive buildings. ¢ B 3 Z Z % L & g )
b R@WBEY = £
D e T &
Social common capital as shared assets over generations ft 2 % H A N i Vs
%\J % g _ b % Jg o 3
‘ ; e | @ F 9 o L Z
KOBAYASI-!I: Dr. Uzawa, ){our BCU]‘L(}[T]IH.' approach 'tocuses (Im the notion of social BE 4 v b o = E‘ :E
common capital, and you refer to education and medical care in that context. Could you
explain it more? )
BOLEWMEE f e
UZAWA: Briefly, it refers to “something eaqually precious to everybody™ that should be 16-?_ fg‘i ;() E E E I‘&\ ZEI; ?8 %
carefully protected as “common property of society.” Today, even students of economics B T B B o w i =)
tend to regard it as a discipline that merely deals with the pursuit of market profitability. HE R E M B 5 =F ;)
They forget about such concepts as the tair distribution of wealth or eradicating poverty, 5 3 H w5 8 E LAY
although they have always been a part of classical economics. % BoToun jﬁ D :Ui 3 7%
AHYT PR TS E N
e B . . _ T & = L X & D
We can think of social common capital in terms of three main categories: the natural ST $ £ EARE
environment, social infrastructure, and institutional capital. Both education and medical = ij\: E FA v oh N iz e
A 25
care belong to the category of institutional capital and are deemed necessary for the all f: = é % ‘i % i L € af
N
citizens to maintain human dignity and exercise civil liberties to the maximum degree. t‘t % %; % gi % ) E ; g

Above all, it is important to keep in mind that social common capital belongs not only to
our generation, but also to following generations.

KOBAYASHI: Three years ago, we established an academic society called the Japanese
Society for Child Science. It is an interdisciplinary association of people who want to
improve the environment for child development. Members of this association are dealing
with “Child Caring Design.” a key concept that includes all issues relevant to children, such
as city planning and design, as well as social institutions and industrial planning.
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Economics and Children:
The perspective of social common capital
for a nation that values children
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You are quite right, Dr. Uzawa, in pointing out that Japan cares very little for children. That’s
why 1.am currently searching for ways to tackle this problem from a scientist's point of view. I
want to trace back the problem to the very root, namely to discuss how we can create a society
that assures an optimal environment for child development. By the way, let me ask, who is
supposed to manage this social common capital? A public institution?

UZAWA: That's an important point. Social common capital consists of the common property
and assets of an entire society that are necessary for people to live like human beings. As such.,
it should not be subject to the vagaries of the market in the pursuit of profit nor should it be
administered perfunctorily as part of the mechanism of state administration.

For instance, you cannot regard the medical care needed for children suffering from incurable
diseases as merely a cost factor. Nor can you make a manual that standardizes the type of care
that requires intricate human interaction in terms of rules laid down by the goverment.
Whatever medical care the doctor considers to be necessary ought to be adequately provided,
regardless of the cost and the administrative measures involved.

The same applies to education: In my opinion, society cannot consider education simply in
terms of the return on its investment in children. Nor should the wide diversity of individuality
of children be controlled through a uniform and bureaucratic curriculum. The teacher ought to
do whatever he or she deems necessary to enhance the child’s capabilities.

In other words, social common capital must be managed and administered on the basis of
knowledge and professional discipline of experts in relevant fields, independently of state and
market control, that is to say. purely from the standpoint of providing fundamental civil rights.

Deeply moved by Nosei Abe’s words

KOBAYASHI: Given that expert knowledge and professional discipline. as you say, are
indispensable, then institutions for higher education come to bear a very important role in
fostering such experts.

UZAWA: T recall a scene just after the end of the World War 1 when the officers of the
Occupation Army came Lo the First Imperial High School in Tokyo to requisition the school
facilities for their headquarters. Mr. Nosei Abe, then the school principal, firmly refused,
saying, “Our school has a mission to teach liberal arts. Liberal arts are the arts, culture and
learning that are legacies of humankind. This is the sacred place where these great legacies are
passed on to future generations. It cannot serve such a vulgar purpose as military occupation!”
[ was deeply moved by his words then.

KOBAYASHI: Mr. Abe was, indeed, a man of great dignity. Later, he was appointed Minister
of Education in the administration of Prime Minister Kijuro Shidehara.

UZAWA: Mr. Abe was a remarkable person. I guess, he was then already thinking on behalf of
the future generations. Higher education based on the liberal arts is crucial to educating experts
qualified to manage and administer social common capital and Mr. Abe was willing to risk his
life to protect it. In other words, professional knowledge and expertise must be solidly backed
by sense of ethics and human character. Only experts of such caliber can be trusted to
administer and manage social common capital, or the common property of our society.
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Economics and Children:

The perspective of social common capital

for a nation that values children

Value of relationships through personal encounters

~ L g

KOBAYASHI: I thought that your idea of social common capital might be something radical. but now it seems to be something rather

nostalgic for our generation.

UZAWA: It’s a matter of common sense, you know, in that it asserts that human beings should be valued and respected. We want 1o solve

the problem of poverty, develop children’s abilities, cure illness, create safe and stimulating communities for children, and protect the

natural environment. What should we do to make society more livable and comfortable in human terms? The concept of social common

capital asks this question and makes it a central one in economics. That's why the social common capital cannot be realized through
bureaucracy, market principles, or other impersonal means. I am anxious to prove this proposition from the perspective of economics.

KOBAYASHI: Do you mean that an economic approach that takes the human mind into account is feasible?

UZAWA: There were actually some economists including Adam Smith who took the human mind into consideration. Modern
economists, however, under the influence of neoclassical economic theory regard the human mind as irrelevant to the economy. and pay
no attention to it. Marxist economists are not occupied with humans either. but only with social class. Among Keynes' followers, 1

recall that Joan Robinson emphasized the importance of considering children when writing about economics, but this does not

necessarily mean that children were a factor in the theoretical framework of economics.

| KOBAYASHI: Why not? It should be possible.

UZAWA: Unfortunately, modern economics cannot deal with factors that cannot be given a monetary value, and this applies to the
natural environment and children. These cannot be priced and exchanged on the market. Maybe that’s why they tend to be neglected.

Common assets of society, to be sure, are not free goods that can be exploited wantonly, but something that we must protect dearly.

(November 22, 2005)

Hiteofumi Uzawa, D.Se.

UZAWA: Nothing complicated. It is through personal contact with others
that we come to learn the value and the joy of taking care of human beings.
Try to care for people around you: your grandmother, your neighbors or
your friends. In that sense, teaching and medicine are sacred vocations. |
only wish that those who aspire to those professions will keep that in mind.

Graduated from the Department of Mathematics at the University of Tokyo in 1951,
He has taught at several universities including Stanford and the University of Chicago. He also
serves as Chair Professor of Advanced Study, United Nations University/LAS. The Order of

Noboru Kobayashi, M.D,.

Doctor of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, The University of Tokyo

Director, Children’s Rainbow Center (Japan Information and Training
Center for Problems related to Child Abuse and Adolescent’s Turmoil)

KOBAYASHI: In your opinion, what lesson should younger generations
i learn that will contribute Lo greater valuation and respect for human beings?

Born in Yonago, Tottori in 1928,
Professor Emeritus. The University of Tokyo
Member, The Japan Academy

Cultural Merit was conferred upon him in 1997,

Born in Tokyo in 1927,

Director, Child Research Net (CRN)
Professor Emeritus. The University of Tokyo
President Emeritus. National Children's Hospital

photograph : A& F]./TSUKASA AOKI




CRN

History

0

Launched Japanese/English bilingual website
Symposium, “Children in Today’s Multi-Media Society™

Symposium, “Children’s Use of Multi-Media to Make Friends”
Dr. Jane Goodall visited and talked on *Chimpanzees and Natural Environment”

Dr. Jay Belsky visited and talked on parenting

International symposium, “Augmented Childhood”

Open round-table discussion, “Classroom Disorder and Discipline™
Held PLAYSHOP 1999, “PLAYFUL”

Open round-table discussion, “How Do Children Learn Social Aptitude and Rules?”
Held PLAYSHOP 2000, “Feel the Media”
International symposium, “The Child Care Paradox: Choices in Children’s Development”

Opened Nagayama Chi-kichi as a center for research
Held PLAYSHOP 2001
Began Sound Workshop(-03)

Training seminar for child care providers, “Thinking about the Quality of Day Care”
Established the Research Groups on Child Science

Launched CRN Members Site (Japanese)

Held PLAYSHOP 2002

Inaugurated the Japanese Society of Child Science
Began Media Kids Workshop (-05)

First Annual Conference of the Japanese Society of Child Science
Established the Child Science Essay Contest

Visited child research institutes in China

Launched Chinese-language website
First Child Science Research Groups Meeting of the Japanese Society of Child Science

\
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Internet use (household)

g

BECHIB/ /T oD
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Household PC Internet connectivity
/ +7O-RICRE

Broadband

BREEHR (1 YTy T)
Phone line (dial-up)

: +ISDN (HE5EHE)

i . ISDN {c(‘)ntinuous)
\ «ISDN (SEﬁﬁgﬁ)

ISDN (non-continuous)

1996 1999 2002 2003 2004 2005
‘ ‘ IO SNSHEBICES,/
! j ' Blogs and Social Networking
| Windows XPRess | Sites increase in popularity
' . Windows XP released
| :  ADSL—fgmF Y —E ZEE,/
! . ADSL access expanded to general public
! HATDEEHBEOZNR DN
i ! | Camera mobile phone service subscriptions
: ‘ | (F32#)) (Service unit : 10,000)
h ; ! 7000 —— - ‘
: : L ey //
: | 5000 [—— ; / —
: 5 4000 |— ; : I :
| PATOEMEBERTR. BN TRV AR

! : [EX—Jv] HEEICRS,/ ! S
: | Camera mobile phones released. 2000 }
y | Mobile phones with built-in digital g9
! | cameras create a new culture of , ‘ i !

| picture messaging ¢ 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

| FE—F$%5 /i-mode launched R LRI 7R IR = |

! = 2 Reference: Ministry
| OCNAFADSLY—E Bk~ ADSL access released by OCN ofiInternalATtairs ahd

| Windows98%5E,~ Windows98 released Communlca_tlons
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CRN launched its Chinese-language website in February 2005. As our site T m v Ao $ % SRS el ey Hf =]
grows in content, exchanges with Chinese child experts and researchers are A E T T2 1t H#H 2D & Es‘ o :F
also expandin CI - L H ?ﬁ g P T =
s0 expanding. iﬁiggtpﬁgﬁﬂgigglsﬁ %%2
. L Sy BB T 2
Website as a Forum D) n@‘.:gé@;ﬁi%?\lgi g
Besides the latest information on Child Science from Japan, CRN’s Chinese- _{E 20 ;i % B W — iE f":; Iz E =5 iia &5}
language website posts a vast range of articles from experts on early * Uik ag B T % & _*; % B B b % ﬁ
childhood education in China. Backed by scientific data, this information on L % ) gﬂ o E‘% % L ’%‘ m b % =
child-rearing meets the needs of parents who are concerned about how to f‘; 1= % ﬁ % o W HE = e L‘ "i: —
beiter bring up and educate their only child. Access by parents as well as 2 O |2 A & B A }L: -2 H %?ﬁ
educators is increasing steadily. W o oW BB SR EL
China and Japan are, as they say, separated only by a narrow strip of water, 2 2 o< v L r hoE v
and despite different circumstances, we have much in common when it £ v P o= ? SR M > S
comes to children’s issues. CRN plans to expand website content to bring J“:f 3 g % 7. z 2’ g L g’ ]|: i% gﬁi
together parents, educators, and researchers and serve as a forum for * % A ;5-"\ & L& E g 2 % f
research on children in China and Japan. L = @ & = = T M - ¥ &
f._ ner f{h }\Ii t/ — P 4 0) Z’z EE ;[:l 0)
. e ol S 2 2 B % 8 m om
China-Japan Exchange in Child Science Research i % Ze # LSRR il
Two researchers from China were invited to make presentations at the = ;’5 & ﬁ fn; v B g ¥ oL
second annual conference of the Japanese Society of Child Science. ) £ 7 Lo v g‘i 1 7;( B
5 Il i : 2 : 3 ; K T B ERN: R E= =
Professor Jiaxiong Zhu of East China Normal University and Ms.Tian Hui, B . T % Y B
research fellow at China National Institute for Educational Research, spoke X FEH A S W E 4 a3
on early childhood education and care in China, providing participants with a
valuable opporfunity to learn about this field in China. - ~
X 2 —
| H - E5AZTEMEES A c
Following the conference, the participants, made up of specialists in ﬁ ? % &R F - % o R
developmental psychology, brain science, robotics, the cognitive sciences, - E B & & & % __‘Z..‘i__ N
and many other fields, attended a reception and enjoyed discussing their own &£ B & &£ F E £ = § Fﬁ-
research and child-related interests. The proximity of China and Japan allows % * ol 2 )l & E
us to easily meet for face-to-face exchanges that go beyond the usual website + 2 m 3:2 + % ﬁ p 7 %
communication, and this has underscored the importance of talking about ° X C & E % = |:|:|
children's issues. E A ’g': H D (> g =3
U P ch @5 Wk B
#l o 5 m & 22 f
B RERSERTT

China Visit and Lecture

In October 2005, Dr. Kobayashi was invited by the Shanghai Soong
Ching Ling Foundation of the China Welfare Institute to give the
keynote speech at an international symposium on “Early Childhood
Education in a Multicultural Society.” The title of his address was “Joie
de Vivre is Essential for Children, Anywhere and Anytime, Child
Science of Emotion.” Combining biological perspectives on children
with education in a holistic manner, Child Science is generating interest
in China where considerable national resources and much energy are
now being devoted to education.
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B - = Research on Children and the Media
' Children on the Internet

How do children and young people learn new media and make it a part of their daily lives? CRN
conducts ongoing fieldwork on teenagers, and our findings continually show us how creatively

they use the Internet to have fun, learn, and communicate.
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Because it’s free, convenient
and right at home

In our survey begun in April 2005, we interviewed children
on why they used the Internet. Their answers were quite
clear: “Because we have it at home and I can play games
and listen to music for free. It has everything!” When it
comes to questions about getting an e-mail address, making
a personal home page, interesting sites, or how to avoid
spam, they just ask their friends. The Internet is part of their
social life.

(9] ‘((h'J Qti‘ﬁoh(l‘-f =
SEGwWaY
Sr v EHGOYAL YEEEY
I EET LORE@ ™)
wak aas |3 >V arEye®
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1 BE2—LFhhREICRoT2EE, &
ABEELTINBDESIP? RYMREOE
EEEBICRRL TV FEEDEDHERD . &

Children Creating a Net Culture

Surveys of children’s community sites and blogs indicate
that they are very inventive when it comes to expressing
themselves with the free services offered on the Internet.
Their lives are full of club activities, cram school, after-
school lessons. Even commuting to school can take time.
But during their limited free time, they cultivate friendships
through online communication. For them, there isn't any
difference between socializing face-to-face and via media.

Having fun can be creative concentration and the Internet is
no exception. Code-like writing that plays with letters and
fonts, photographs with graffiti, original games, and multi-
function blogs are just some of their amazingly creative
works on the Internet. For a number of children, keeping a
diary seems to be one way to deal with the stress of being
bullied.

CRN will follow up on these children as they grow with the

changing Internet environment. What will they be doing and

feeling when they enter junior high school?
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Web Community Research

I n f ormat 1

EERES

CRN renewed its English site in June 2006. Our users

N e w

are sure to find it easier
to learn about Child Science and our activities in Japan. And it is more
convenient than ever to search our deep database for research reports, data,
and information on internatienal conferences. With voting functions, users can
let us know what they think of a particular issue. We plan to add more
information on China to what we now offer on Japan.

Recommended . % S Child Science
: Introduces academic papers, documents.
mm"’CH l LD articles on Kodomogaku, Child Science by
’ : RESEARC ' 1 * Noboru Kobayashi, Director and
Let'S VDtEI R NET“.""“ e L pediatrician.

This quick online survey

o ®

MENL &

kg rel ) Resources

How musch contr s Research reports. data, and other academic
necessary in ; A Y g
Challenges to Japanese Education: children's Intemet papers on child-raising. child care. and

and creates an Dpportunitv 2= Economics, Reform, and Human Rights

tells us our user’s diverse
views on child issues

This

Honthis TODPRP I CS

education
Gemld LaTandrs, Pannsylvanin State Unive
Boarrd Member of the Child

to chat about the collected :
I'ESLIRS. Let US know, I - !unﬂ A Gordon, U mvﬁ\n ol Cal\'amlu anta E‘1:v and |

how you feel.

Net

Child Research in Japan & Asia
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Topics
Second Annual Conference of the Japanese Society of Child Science
Multicultural Society and Children: Coexistence and Support for the Future

Child development in multicultural societies of the 21st century
shifts from equilibrium to conflict model

The Japanese Society of Child Science held its annual conference &
at the University of Tokyo on September 3 and 4, 2005 on the

theme “Multicultural Society and Children: Coexistence and HEE
Support for the Future.” This topic was both a new and timely one @) OO 4 g % %ﬂ
for Child Science as an increasing number of non-Japanese 27 'ﬁf E g =
children now live in Japan and more Japanese reside abroad. Past JY B ; S EE % =l Z ;
research had tended to focus on children from the same cultural 'Y & - )
background, but this conference underscored the growing %b

significance of the development of children in multicultural
societies as a subject of research in the twenty-first century.
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In his keynote address entitled “Children Living in a Multicultural
Society,” Professor Konoe Sato of Tokyo Gakugei University
noted that education theory is shifting from the equilibrium model
of a mono-cultural society to a conflict model of a multicultural
society. Professor Kuniyoshi Sakai of the University of Tokyo
gave a special address on “The Bilingual Child’s Brain,” based on
the latest brain science research. Professor Makoto Iwata of Tokyo
Women'’s Medical University spoke on “The Aphasic Brain.”
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Entitled “Developmental Problems of Children between Cultures,”
the first symposium discussed problems of social adaptability and
conflicts that emerge in multicultural contexts with three panelists:
Professor Masayo Yamamoto of the Graduate School of Kansai
University, Associate Professor Rieko Tomo of Doshisha Women'’s
College of Liberal Arts, and Professor Judit Hidasi of Kanda
University of International Studies.
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The second Symposium on “Non-Japanese Children in Japan:
Current Situation and Support” discussed the specific problems
faced by non-Japanese children in Japan. Besides legal issues of

(R AEN N — 3 || g LSBEHEA SRR 7 AN - s

human rights, these included support for unemployed young
people, children who do not receive health checkups, and other
necessary daily life assistance. Those familiar with the issues
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pointed out both the neglect of these non-Japanese families by
Japanese society and also areas for improvement. The three
panelists were Adjunct Professor Yasuko Minaura of Qchanomizu
University, Professor Yasuhide Nakamura of Osaka University,
and Masao Niwa, Attorney, Osaka Bar Association.

The conference concluded with presentations by two researchers
from China, Tian Hui of China National Institute for Educational
Research and Professor Jiaxiong Zhu of East China Normal
University who discussed support programs for early childhood
education in East Asia. This exciting and stimulating exchange
was a truly appropriate ending for this conference on multicultural
society.
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After a decade of activity, CRN’s website has established a solid
reputation. Interest in Child Science is strong and growing. Amid the
explosion of information on the Internet, CRN offers free access to
reliable research reports, data, and other welcome resources for
researchers of children’s issues, child care professionals, and
caregivers. With the founding of the Japanese Society of Child
Science, we now bring together a wide range of specialists on media,
play, child raising, and other topics of Child Science.

CRN will celebrate its tenth anniversary with commemorative
activities in FY2006. These include exchanges with researchers in
East Asia. Despite environmental differences, Japan, China, Korea,
and Taiwan are all experiencing a declining birthrate, and an
upcoming symposium and other events will address how child raising
is affected by this phenomenon. Using broadband and the latest sound
and image technology in our Internet conferences and networks, we
will address child-related problems together and seek solutions that
will make a difference in children’s lives.

In April 2006, CRN will move from the suburbs to the heart of Tokyo,
where we will share our location with another Benesse Corporation
research institute established to study a wide range of parenting
issues. This will open up new possibilities of coordination and
cooperation in research. Along with us, we hope that you will look
forward to our future activities as we begin our second decade.
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* Scientific verification of the practical knowledge and experience of
child care professionals (University professor)

* Child Science from the perspective of children as our future, not
Justin terms of the declining birthrate as a national crisis or
economic issues (Nursery school owner)

* Research on the fun and wonder of child raising, rather than the
difficulty (Company employee)

* Besides research on media and children, recommendations on
specific media (Private tutoring school owner)

* Building a network to promote links between medicine and
education and sound child development (Physician)

» Cooperation with international children’s organizations to save
children from the ravages of war. CRN’s network has the potential
to disseminate information to a wide range of concerned people.
(University professor)
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CRN YEAR BOOK 2001
Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2000
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A Dialog between Toshiyuki Sawaguchi and Noboru Kobayvashi
"How are Developments in Neurology Changing our
| View of Children?"

CRN YEAR BOOK 2003
Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2002
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A Dialog between Nobukazu Tajika and Noboru Kobayashi
"Can the Future Astroboy Surpass

the Human Child?"

CRN YEAR BOOK 2005
Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2004
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A Dialog between Hisao Baba and Noboru Kabayashi
"Anthropology and Child:

__| Prolonged childhood with brain enlargement”

| the synapse controls the balance between mind and body"
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CRN YEAR BOOK 2002
Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2001
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| A Dialog between Takeshi Asao, Takashi Saito, and Noboru Kebayashi

| "Children Play with their Minds and Bodies"
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| Annual Report of Child Research Net FY 2003
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i A Dialog between Sumiko Mochida and Noboru Kobayashi
| "Neurotransmitters: Microscopic substances at
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Japanese-language website
http://www.crn.or.jp/
ZIEAIR
English-language website
http://www.childresearch.net/
EER
Chinese-language website
http://www.crn.net.cn/
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Child Research Net (CRN) is a non-profil, Internet-based child research

institute and operated as an activity of the Fukutake Education Foundation
under the auspices ol Benesse Corporation in Japan.
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