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Michiko Miyazaki

Ph.D. candidate, Graduate Schiool of Arts and Scieices, The University of Tokyo
Unique educational website with information on biology

CRN's articles on biology make it different from any other educational
website, I subscribe to CRN's e-mail magazine and check the website
regularly. I find articles that interest me both as a mother and 4 researcher
in baby seience. Now expecting my second child; 1 have a personal interest
in mother-child interaction and recently enjoyed reading about the
advantages of breastfeeding. Much research on infants tends to be one-
sided, that is. it focuses on-either the child or the influence of the mother.
so ['d like 10 read more about how bathmother and child change through
mutual interaction.

[Lam now writing a dissertation on self-image recognition in infants. CRN
is always full of interesting arficles and I Took forward to more information
on children and ¢hild development from a biological and evolutionary
perspective that responds 1o my interests as a mother and scientist.
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Who are CRN’s users? Why do

they access the CRN website?
With tens of thousands of people
logging on to the same website,
have you ever wondered who
makes up the network? We
certainly want to know that. This
is what some of our users told us.
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Frans @rsted Andersen
Researcher, DPL, Danish University of Education

Expanding my knowledge for child research

I"'m a Danish Associate Professor, employed by the University College Fyn
(www.evufyn.dk) in southern Denmark, but for a 3-year period working at
the Danish University of Education (www.dpu.dk) with an international
research project about “optimal learning environments at primary schools
in Scandinavia and Tapan".

There are many reasons to put emphasis especially on Scandinavia
(Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland) and Japan when talking about
“optimal learning environments™ at school. One such reason is that the so-
called PISA-studies (Programme for International Student Assessment)
showed some remarkable resulis for Japan and Scandinavia. Japanese
students were among the best in the world when measuring science and
math competencies while Danish students top the list when looking at
“well being”, “motivation” and “cooperation”. Finland was No, 1 when
looking at “reading”. So if you combine elements from Scandinavia with
elements from Japan you kind of get the “optimal.

I'have used the CRN Website intensely to get a broader view of and deeper
knowledge about child research, upbringing and education in Japan. I have
been looking at many different parts of the CRN website - e.g. the
“Cybrary™, “Key Issues™ and “Let’s Talk™.

I'had only little prior knowledge of Japanese culture before finding out
about CRN, which has been an extremely helpful and easy way (o get the
background insight T need to prepare and conduct the research 1'm involved
in. | have recommended CRN to some of my colleagues at my own
university - they are now also using the website with great interest,
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Mizne Shimazu
Homemaker

CRN’s English website is a valuable translation resource

Until six years ago. | was a flight attendant, but while 1 was working, [
became certified as a day care center teacher because T wanted a life-long
vacation. After quitting my job. I got married and worked as a teacher, but 1
am currently at home taking care of my two children. Thinking that [
could become a translator while raising my children at home, I first
accessed the CRN English website as a way to learn translation skills.
While-my children are in daycare. I'spend time studying English on CRN's
website. [ really enjoy the research reports submitted by Advisory Board
Members. It is a very valuable resource because as T read the reports. [
make note of technical terms and useful phrases.

I worried when my children cried at night. and now I remember how
isolated 1 sometimes felt taking care of them! To tell the truth, [ feel that |
would like to make up for the time that I haven’t been working but itis just
not possible for me to go back to work right now. This is why I am
interested in surveys on how other mothers feel about childrearing. 1 feel a
sense of relief when I find that other mothers voice their problems. too.

If CRN ever holds workshops for small children, I would love to
participate: T look forward to CRN's future activities and hope that you will
continue o update the Advisory Board Member section with interesting
articles.






