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Children practicing, Saito's breathing method.
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CRN Research in FY2001 H N @
Child Ecology Research: \\
Developing Modelsto -~ ~ Child Ecology Research in FY 200 1
Support Playfulness _ama &9
% I 1
The subject of CRN's research in child ecology is
thejoie de vivre of children. From the comprehensive and . L
interdisciplinary perspective of kodomogaku or "child science," 5 O
its main themes center on the emotions, sensibilities, imagination,
intellectual capacities, physical capabilities, and nurturing of OO0 00000 O 0O DS amSRun-Ny [ [ g ooogogooao
empathy in children oooooodooogaos0ianog 2001000 OooO0Oooodo
This focus on joie de vivre in children does not start from O O oo E g O E 0 E 0 g 0 0 O @O E 0 g O O E g 0O 0O g
observations of children as they function in their current everyday O B E E 00O g 0 E O E 0 E O g g S g, E a g g 0 E g g O
activities. Wefirst have to know what children are like when they E 0o Q0 E g 0 E g H 0 g 0 E O oo 8 E] oo O E g o E
are full of energy and life, or in something similar to this ideal E E g 0 0 g E 0 5 E B 0 E H g E g 0 O E H g o0Qgao
mode. We can learn this by being with children who are totally 0 g 0 g E g 0 E] oo g E e G N [ E g o U E g g E
absorbed in an activity they thoroughly enjoy. CRN examinesthe 0 o O O g g O O E oo E [Sl =] E 0 0 0o o E 050 E
conditions, methods, and the relationships with adults that.make Dpggood E O O DO sl a oooopooo 2, 00pHZ00gQ
p 0gooogang?o Dpo0O0oQg0DDo0g a0 ] Workshop NYa 0052 pgaQooao
this possible. O o0ooghbaD m 0 0 0 "Gl O [ | ® o0p0pgtoD
Specifically, CRN attempts to gather insights and make ? O0o0o00
discoveries and to stimulate the playful spiritinitsworkshopsand 0O 0O O O O O O E n| [ulr YEj EleEl T Regular Activities 00O g 00Q0ao
3 i g : o 0.0 0 0O GO Of0 SEESSEE ) [] O 0 0o 0000
events, through a process of creative expl oratl.on that includes trial D0 0oopoCoooopa@iaog [ ) O0gO0Ooo0aoao
and error. Infact, CRN feelsthat the conventional terms Bl~C O g 0O O E O N H H o o 0oooooon g E 0 H 0000
"learning” and "play" areinsufficient. Instead, we propose the g g EI g O g g 0 EI E O g B 0 g g 0 o g 0 g B E B
concept of "playful" in thinking about children. It describes the o o0 O @ 00 H o o E 0o 0 E g, [ - < E E 0 H 0g 0o
thrill and sheer enjoyment of being alive. ERNE B O 0 O O H R D O E g B oo0o0of g
. : . . . pr O<C O 0 OfSEESERSEE o= o000 oo g
When a child stares into a bonfire, what is he or she doing? ih O E o0oo@godagdyo Sk O w» 00000a0g o
When a child squirts ketchup on an omelet and makes a picture, 0 E W O E O g g 0 E 0 g 0 S E Playful O g Oodopoan E
T . : — g 0 ogd O 0 0 0 O0daoao
what siort of activity isthat* Beforedeploylng concepts:llke _BVFO O O O O« E g 0 0 g 0 . Ooo0o0o0agao g
"learning" and "play," we want to focus on children's primary CREE" 0 O O @me 0O O s 0 O s O 0oo0oo0oo0oooaonp
excitement and emotions as they occur at an undifferentiated stage. oo ghiDIEEDc oDIOEyD oo
In our workshops and activities, this may mean preparing mFO0 O O O @0 00000 ODOOoOoQaoaoaoao
balloons in different colors or agriddle to make some large B g E g U E E E E B E E g g g B g g
pancakes. Playful activities are limitless. O E O @ o 0O o0 g g E Oo0pg o0
With this approach unfettered by existing concepts, we want to E O g 0 E E E g E o 0 g E E g g 0
create new activity spaces and imaginative experimental E ﬁ 0 E E B o E o g E O ﬁ O 0o E
: 0 ogooooood : g 0 0
workshops for children, and then research and develop 0gpood Desigring Environments Experimental Workshops ’ l o 0 g E 0o g g E g 0
environmental designs, event programs, and other supportive g E 0 E g 0 0 g E g E 00O fg g
models that will bring out playfulness in children. o O E OO E ® - DldDeaDD . ]’( H opg0od g H 0 B U0
As adults, we have rationalized and ordered behavior for the H E a S g E Ooooooooooon Concept E E E E g O E g O g E
smooth management of society, but, in the process, it has become ] E E 00O Designing Events 000000 E oo B OO
especidly difficult for children to express joie de vivre to their
hearts' content. That singular feeling of exhilaration that children 0 E g o O B E OO0 0 0O B E H E H E 0 0 B E H 0 B 0 E OO0 0oao o H 0
i i ivi hth f th | 0 g 0o O o o o O 0 ooodoodgd ad
experience |'n activity ocFurs because bot. t eprogramso the 50 ong H 00 g 0o H opo0 E 000D g H Dopoobpobfaopndop
body and mind are working at full capacity. The feeling of 000 Qg B Uopgao 0go QB g o E E 00 g O E o oo H 000QgaQgao E 0
freedom that results from unrestricted physical movement, new E E E 0 0 g g o E H E 0 E O g o o0 ooaog E O E g o O E E E 0O g g O E
experiences that arise from sensory stimulation, empathy with o0 o E g 0o o g 0 0 g g g B 0 E g E E g E O g E E g 0 E O g E 0 g 0
others through communication, surprise at new and unique g E g O 0 g B O E g O goon g g o d g 0 O g E 00 O g 0 E 0 o E O E
encounters, and the sense of accomplishment at self-expression - a 0 g 0 g 0O O H g E 0 E O g B 0 E g E 0 H g 0Oo0B g E 0 E 0 g g g g H
mind and body that are full of these emotionsis playful. Creating 00 E 0 g g 0O o0 B O g o g U E 0 H E O O g g 0o o E O E o000
experimental workshops full of joie de vivre and supportive OO 000 o goodpgpO0od o0 pO0obB8pogpgb8o0pgoao O0pgOopgdoo0aoag
) o ) O0odpgpDODODOO o0oo0ooO0OpgoppgB0ophO OoO0op0OpOO0OQqQ
models isthe main pillar of our child ecology research. Supportive Models 00Do0o0pg00o0oO 0 00o0oD0Do0oo0DO0o0pgO0oaooao O0OOoOO0Oo0Ooooaoan
ﬁj




Researching Playfulness o

Playful as

a Research Hypothesis
Child Ecology Researches the Playful Spirit

"Playful" as a Conceptual Starting Point

Children are equipped with innate programs that
bring their mental and physical functionsinto
full play. Playful isthe state that describes
children when their programs of the mind and
body turn on and operate at full capacity, and as
aconcept, it is the starting point for CRN's
research. We have defined the "playful spirit" as
curiosity, the urge to explore, and having a
positive attitude toward people and things. It is
the driving force that moves children to learn
and play on their own.

But to maximize their playful spirit and become
playful, children need the appropriate physical
environment, human interaction, and materials
and mediaaswell as activities. As practical
research in these four areas, CRN designs
environments, events, and activity programs and
devel ops supportive modelsto realize
playfulness.

Nagayama-chikichi and Playshop

CRN now conducts regular activities and
workshops as a part of its research on "playful.”
These regular activities are held at a permanent
location called Nagayama-chikichi that we
opened in aclosed down school building in
April 2001 with the cooperation and
collaboration of the Tama City Educational
Committee. Theterm "chikichi" is a contraction
of aJapanese phrase meaning "small

community base" and refersto itsintention to be
acenter for research on learning and play that is
open to the community. This permanent
location allows us to observe children and the
changes that occur in them and their behavior on
an ongoing basis and has thus provided
conditions for more specific and corroborative
research.

Our workshops that explore the concept
"playful" are called "Playshops" and they have
an important role in our research. Thefirst
workshop on this theme, held in 1999, gave
birth to the concept "playful." Sinceits
inception three years ago, we have conducted
Playshops nationwide. Bringing together
children and their families as well as researchers
and volunteers who lead the program, Playshop
also aims to benefit the community at large.

I

I o o o

O e

o o Y o

1

|

e

Mmoo

o

O
U
U
0
g
U
U
O
0
0
U
0
U
|
|

oOooOoooooOoooooo

e e e

gooooooao
Playful Research

ooOooooooooooooo
I o
Oooooooooooooo
OOooOooOOooooOoooogdg
e
OooooooooooOooo

o Y
I o
MOoooooooooogaog
o
OooooooooOoooOooDo
i

o o i

o o o

OoOoOooOoooooooOoOond

OOoOooooOoooooodoo

e

OoOoooooooooooo

oooooOoooooooog

o o |

o i o |
B o o

B o

moooo
CooODOoOoO0O00O0 O

o o o o e
oOoOoo o4

I o

i o
Oooooooot

I o o |
i o
o

1100 o o
OO OOk

Jooooooooonono

(

OOooooooooOoooOooao
0 o o
OooOoooooooOoOooOo o
e |
OOoooOoOoooooOoOoO
i o
OOooOooOooooooooog

oooooo
Physical Environment

i

CRN2001£E

E colosgy esearch in FY2O0O01

FrAIVE TAOY—F

Child

/(
PLAYFUL

2L 1T 2 IR AE DRSS

T JIV7eiReRlC LT

0O00D0DDO0O0ODO0¢OaD —~~ ]
EBDEEDHQD DD
t O |
0 O U 0
5gEogdoog Up DD
ooB8gobidoo O ]
HEEBE2EEgE ob [
DDDDBHH:D 0 ]
cBgBagufo o O
EDDDDDHEID D B
o00o0gpgQgood 0
DgoO0OOpgpgo0 [ DD
0O0O0D0DO0DO0OOO02daDo 0 ]
0 U 4
00 O 0 o [
0 0 0 EID
= O o []
& - o
0 O
00000000000 0 ]
Material and Media DDD
]
DDE
o0uon
QQO?\a\ﬁLﬂ Splr/,OOO T T % E I:l
AP | 0o "’
ﬁ: 00000 N
Human Interaction D —
E_
%D
000000000000
Playful Program

T




|

Researching Playfulness e @RM@@@E&%

Nagayama-ChIkIChlaS | Child Eco%%qﬂhsmgai;ﬂi%;;501

a Research Base

Small Community Base - Creating a comfortable place for children

Achievements ‘.,.,::_1

CRN has aready conducted several programs f

on atrial basisto create environments where ()
children can come together to play and learn on
their own. Oo0oo0ool0O0OoODODO0OOoODODOoOOOQaOoao H 7N
These experimental programs make use of a 5 O E E g E H O g E g E g E 0
wide range of materials from digital media and E 0O g0onG @ O gpgppopood
computers to analog items from nature and the 0 g op 0o g O E S o 0 E 0 g 0
everyday life. They yield data on what sort of 0 g E g E 0 E 0ge g 0 E 0 O
environments and conditions attract children E g 0O oo g O H 0 g 0 H E E B
and promote the ability to learn and play on 0DgoOoogodd U 5o 0 0 g
d l
their own. The ultimate aim of Nagayama- oogo0ao % o d H E o O g 0 o O 70 Df 7"!5";50!E=
chikichi isto gain acceptance from local Doodgobpgpgol g - I __t ——
id ; f\ph'ld d oth SogBoBbooog 5§ - —7 N
residents as a space where children and others Uo0oo0o0opgod0bpgoao t jj_, d \ ~
from the community can alwaysinteractin a bcooboooodpgtd o O — "‘\ O —J L
playful environment. D
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDOBDm 0 I I I I o o O [ N A B =y i |:|
DpopoHoooooogooofdoolo DogofdoQooooobopfgodogo O []
DpOpgpgO0O0oppopd8pocoBoofod o0gogBo8ooooo0pdgobogl 0 []
Everyday Activities E 0o0gpogO0O0opoBo000 g 0ogolhl oO0DooOpgdaokB g O ] DpopDODppOO0ODO 0 []
DDEHDEDDDDEDDDD%DDDE 0 DDHDDHDHDDDDDDD%EDDD 0 DD
Nagayama-chikichi is open to children two days O E gob0ao g E o0 Qg g E E 0 g E o0 g % O E & H o H 0 E 0 g 0 g | E 0 0 g g E 0 ]
aweek, on Friday and Saturday. They are free B oo U g E O 0 H g E o 00 B opg U g 0 0 g O g E E 0 E 0 g o8 g g 0 g 00pgao O |:|
to draw pictures on the walls that are covered o H E ndod0oopao g g o E 0 E 0 E B o B 0 H g 00 H g 0 g oo0 Qg O E 0 0 E ] ]
with paper, play with digital cameras and EDDDDBEBDDEDEEDEDED = EBDD%BEDDDDDDED gmgg 8 []
computers, post their work on the website, and 0 g E g E O 0 O E g 0 E 0 H E 0 g 0 E 0 0 E E O 0 E g O 0o g g 0 g 0 g 0o O 0 |:|
record and edit their work on video. The space O0Ogoogoo000a@opao ul E 0 oU g0 o 00 g O o 0o a g 0o Y g 0 g O E (] |:| D
lets children follow their instinct for discovery OobooOododoaoao gt oodoodhb ~ o onoao oo oomd gO0pg0aD 000 q ~— []
and play and even participate in its operation. |:| |:|
o oo o o oo bgooooodooooooaoao =
DEHD DDDD%DEDDDDHDED D
0 0 000 0o 0 0000 0 0
Mini-events oobdong 000 g DDDDDDHDDD B
0 O ogS opgoolgoRH
Nagayama-chikichi began holding small events 0 g E E 0 0o O 0 E 0 g E O o g g O |:|
once amonth in September 2001, starting with a o oo E 0 O g E 0pg0o0gQ H O O g D
treasure hunt. Thiswas followed by "Sound E E g 0 E 0o O g 0 E g 0O o 0 E 0
Collage" in October under the direction of Yuko 00 Qg E T O g 0 g O 0 g O O 0o |:|
Osada, music producer, in which children g g O E O g g 0 E o 00 g g g g E |:|
created their own instruments from available g O E 0 a 0O o0 Qo 0o g H 0O 0 O o0
materials and enjoyed the new sounds. o o g o0 ad oopgoodd o 0o _}‘@ |:|
0080000 0ooD0Oo00O0DO0O0Do0DOoDoD-8oas = |:| oo
O 0 OfgoE2oo0obB8oo00000o0b
0 O 0 g0 fEBooB8poogooBoood ]
O0p OHpgg0O0OpobOpg oo o000
0 B oD o o & O 0 oo U
O 0 005D
B O H O Upogo 0 0o g O
A g O g o000 0 O 0 0
S 0 E g o 0 0 @ 0 o O O
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Playshop in FY2001

Four Playshops were held from June 2001 to
March 2002 at Nagayama-chikichi, the new
base for research activities. Children and their
parents were placed in separate groups so they
could interact independently and enjoy activities
with other participants.

Relations between living things

Theme: Links
Contents: The Evolution Game,
Becoming Human Magnets

@ Wishing on a Star

Theme: Linking and Sticking
Contents: The Growing Game, Bamboo Dance,
creating and performing steps

Cicada Adventure

Theme:  Sticking and Linking
Contents: Five-color Magnet Man, Cicada Growth

Winter Story

00D
00 O
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0 0
o 0o
o dng
o U g
o8 o
o 00
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U g U
0O g
. , 0o o0 H
Cortens: Sponenente Sorymedng whh 1008m00an 0000 00 . 0000000000000000 ngo
Photographs, Narration, and Sound HoHHnEbooEE o o0 0 uisispainiajuiaisisininisisials 00000000000 . Q 0
000000000000000000 0 00000000000000m0 oooooo O O g
0
Playshop Observation 00000000000000000 E 00M0000000000000 oo 0 B 0
00000000000 000000 0o 0000000000000000 gy CCooo0oooooooom 5 8 g
ZIa;;shopshttalaldlnF;Zloo.ls\t/veriobstserc;{z?g 0o DE 000000000000000 ooooooooooooooon g B g
eveiopmen cnologists wno studi e
velopr psycholog | = Q000000000000 0000000O00000000 050
children’s behavior in terms of concentration, 0 0
: R - Oo0DO0O0O0DOoDO0O0oooO0ODOD0O0O0O0OOOCODOD poopooooooooooon 0
gestures, speaking and vocalization, interaction, 00 oo 0 0 o g o
o - B0 H 0 H oooodgofdobg 0o 000000 000000000000 oQg o
and their attitudes from the perspective of gt oo qg q E Upopo0Oao E o0pQg oD H 0 o J 0 o
activity recall, enjoyment, and affinity with g ooq 0 o g . = 5oL ODpo . 005 g o 0000D0D0D000000D 0Ho
volunteers. _ _ n 8 E EEJE ED g g E[]g EE Ogo ED g 000000000000000 g Bg
Theob;ervgtlgnanqlanalygsha/.eprowded 0ooopgd O 0 g g O oo?D g dobdg 00000000o0mooonno
Ooo0O0opgo 0 U g o O
interesting insights into children in a playful and oo oo goo0opgao ad O O 0o g 0 0 d O
excited state, what sort of activities promote this g @ g E o oo U oog g H E E o o g 0 E E E uooooooooooooooooon
state, patternsin playful activity, and how ooooo0E g S E E 00@go g E gO00a0a0 0000000000000000
children's abilities change when they become 0 E : g g g o E 0 g 0 g g q o3 g g E ﬁ 0000000000000000
playful. The findings are then reflected in the Ooo0DD0DoODo0ogaoaoaoao Ooo0o0O0O0O0aG g om

regular playful programs at Nagayama-chikichi.
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Child Care Training Seminars

Quality Day Care for the Development
of the Mind and Body

We know that emotional and physical
development in children are closely related.
Physical aptitude is not just an indication of EEe?c%eDugng i e
how healthy the body is, but also a

barometer of the emotional health.
Unfortunately, children today tend to be
exposed to highly artificial and stressful
environments that do not allow them to
grow in an expansive manner. Focusing on
the connection between emotions and
physical exercise, we explore models that
foster and support a healthy mind and body.

0Doooo0ooo00oo0O000o0ooo0o0on
From left, Yoriko |sobe, AkitakaYanagisawa, Noboru Kobayashi

Exercise Programs
for Young Children

0oo0ooo0o0o0DooDoooooao
UooBooooboooaOoono
CRN sponsored atraining seminar for child g B g E S E B E B S B g B
care providers on the thirteenth floor of Fhe 00o0o OO0DO0OpQgoDO0O0Opoaoao
Tokyo Head Office of Benesse Corporation 0 % 0 o UopaoO E O oo H
on January 19, 2002. In the seminar entitled Opg O O B E B E O E % 0 g
"Thinking about the Quality of Day Care for E B E E Oo0on0 o E 00 E O
the Development of the Mind and Body", o0 o ooooao E oO0oogQO
AkitakaYanagisawa, professor of Early op O o0 gd oD Boodo
. . . ooo pooOoBooooo
Childhood Education, Matsumoto Junior O 0o Ooo0aD = O00ao0ao
College, gave a presentation of his exercise o 00 oo g o O 0O o000
programs devel oped for small children and
conducted practical training for child care Oooo0ooono P oooooooo0oooo0o0aO0 I B2 00 QO
providers. 00 o B o O 0 g g E O % OoOO0o00Opoo0aooaon 00D
Professor Yanagisawa's research group has g B g g o B g B 00 g 7 g B g B g B g % g B O B E B
developed an exercise program for child 0 Qg O B g OD0pgO0O0DpopoU0ogOpgpoopgloooao g O 0 QO
care centers that not only aimsto UpgOoOpgooo0oao E O 0o B o O E o0 0 g B oo g O g 0O
compensate for the lack of physical exercise E B g E g B g g 0 B g 0 g B E B g B 0 g g B 0 B g E
in the daily life of children today, but also OpOOppop0BoB8oo0ooaoo g 0 pog 0g o
supports emotional development by helping g 0 E % 0 % 00 E 0 o % % 00000 Qg B g B 0 B 0 E
children learn to control their emotions. o o HooOGo g 0O g O E 0 [ B B O g 00 pgoo 0 A (i
The program incorporates mimicking play g % 0 g g % 0 B g B 0 B 0 0 B 0 B E O E B 0 g g E
that even appeals to children who dislike il 00gpO0O0O00[0O0O0Op[O00 O o0 0o B OO0 O o

physical exercise. Designed to be 00000000000000000

Demonstrating exercise programs

introduced in progressive stages, the
for child care centers

exercises provide a sense of
achievement and satisfaction. While
most exercise programs tend to be
general movements to be practiced
and remembered by the entire

body, this program strengthens

each part for a particular purpose
and then combines the movements
to enhance motor ability in children
without undue exertion.
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Hillel Weintraub

000000000DoO
Japan /00

Director of Center for Communication Design / Professor of Media Architecture, Future University - Hakodate
00000000 MO000D0O0000 /000000000000000D0DDODO

Over the past few years | have been fortunate in finding that CRN is
willing to be an ear for gathering information and a mouth for expressing
support for playful and meaningful learning experiences. This has come
about through their support of "playshops"' and also through their homepage
at www.childresearch.net. During this time, myself, my students, and my
colleagues have found away to express what isin our hearts and minds
about humans living and learning together. | want CRN to continue their
support of such necessary work for young people by bringing teachers,
students and family members of all ages together! | would like to work with
CRN to develop new uses of technology, not to develop distant
communication (tele-vision, tele-phone, tele-communication), but to create
ways that people can come together closely, in face-to-face contact with
other people, something very necessary to live awarm and fruitful life.

]
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Steve McCarty

0opoooooooooog
Japan /000

Professor, Kagawa Juhior College / President, World Association for Online Education
00000000 /0000000000 0O0WAOEIO

The World Association for Online Education (WAOE) has valued online
and in-person exchanges with CRN since 1999. If CRN and Advisory Board
members wish to collaborate on an online seminar, an array of venues are
available from the simplest and most inclusive to password-protected
|earning management systems. Saving the latter for individuals interested,
the former can be arranged as easily as atemporary mailing list and a
Website for discussion topic materials. A theme for the mostly asynchronous
seminar could involve children, education, the Internet, and current events
impacting on people of all ages and world regions. Just |et us know at:
waoe@waoe.org and see WAOE in many languages including Japanese at:
WWW.Waoe.org
O
0000000000000WAOEDODD19990000000000000000O0
OCRNOOOOO0D0O0D0DOOO00D0O0CRNODABMOOOOOOOOOO0OOO
0000000000000 D0000000000000000
000000000000000000D000000000000000000000O
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000O
OwebOODOODOOOOODOO

Robert Strom, Ph.D

00O00ooooooo
USA/00000

Director of Office of Parent Development International /
Professor of Lifespan Developmental Psychology, Arizona State University
mooooooomOooo0ooooo/000ouooooooooog

Peer and self evaluation are an effective means to improve team
performance. The authors of the Interpersonal Intelligence Inventory
propose a collaboration with CRN to orient Japanese educators and
company leaders to this method of teamwork assessment. The Interpersonal
Intelligence Inventory informs teachers about what takes place during group
interaction from the student point of view. The 25 items are clustered into
five categories--- attends to teamwork, seeks and shares information,
communicates with teammates, thinks critically and creatively, and gets
aong with others. The inventory can: identify the teamwork skills
individuals demonstrate; provide individual profiles of anonymous feedback
from peers; compare peer observation of performance with self impression;
detect deficits to guide instruction; credit hardworkers for contributions;

identify persons who fail to do their share of the work; and yield an easily
understood record of team skills for middle school,-high school, and college
students.
o

000ogooo0o0O000obOobOO0O0O00bOoOo0ooOoOoo
00000000 D0DO0ODO0OO0OO0O0OO0ODO0O0OO0The
Interpersonal Intelligence Inventoryd O 0000000
00000000 O0DDO0ODDOOO0OODODOO0OOO0D
00000D000000DDO00DO0O00DO0O00DonDoO
00000O000OoO0O0o0ODOOoDODODODOOoODOO

How | want to Collaborate 00000000000 000000000000OOn
with CRN

000000000000 00 500000000000
000000MOo0000000002.0000000
Oo0Mmooo0000000000000000000D0
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The relation between the overall quality of child care and the use of media
in child careis not known. Neither do we know if such useis predictiveof
children's developmental outcomes. | would love to collaborate on a project
that exploresin detail the relation betweenschild care quality and the content,
quality and quantity.ef-media exposure in child care.
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Child Research Net is a network devoted to Child Ecology
research from a global perspective, and links researchers
and research organizations worldwide. Its website in both
Japanese and English attracts researchers who study
problems and issues that affect children and offers them a
forum to exchange information and engage in discussion.
In aworld where all countries are globally linked, the
problems of children also transcend regional and national
borders. CRN believes that the solution to these problems
reguires a global network, and global networking is a vital
way to consider and create a future for children.

CRN Advisory Board Members

CRN's Advisory Board Members are the secret
that explains why CRN, a small research network
in Japan, can be so active on aworldwide scale.
In agreement with the principles and aims of
CRN, Advisory Board Members support research
activities from wherever they are based in Japan
and overseas.




Key Issues

Key Issuesisacollection of articles of the CRN
website based on topics relevant to children and
youth in Japan today. This year, we have opened two
web pages, "Playful Learning FY2001" and
"Educational Reform in Japan”. Playful Learning
FY 2001 is about CRN's research on creating new
learning spaces to bring children and their families
together, forge ties between the school and the
family, and alow children to design their own ways
of learning. In Educational Reform in Japan, we
share thoughts on educational reform scheduled for
FY 2002 (April 2002 to March 2003) for junior high
schools and FY 2003 for high schools. Carried out
every ten years, the coming reforms will institute a
five-day school week, anew curriculum with a class
called "integrated studies," an increase in elective
courses, adecrease in annual class hours, and a
reduction in educational content at elementary and
junior high schools by thirty percent.

Let's Talk!

If you have any questions or comments regarding
children and education, please share them herein
this electronic bulletin board.

Cybrary

Most of CRN's web contents are collected herein
Cybrary. By using the Cybrary Search function,
users are able to search the following web contents:

Educational Data

Research by the Benesse Educational Research
Institute is published in "Monograph”.
"Questionnaire on Daily Life of Children 11" isa
report of an analysis of a February 2000
guestionnaire given to 3,270 parents and guardians
of children between the ages of 18 months and 6
years 11 months. In "Study of Japanese University
Students' Perceptions of Teachers', CRN surveyed
university students who study teacher training on
their visions of what an idea educator is.

CRN Events

Thisis atreasure-trove of thought -provoking events
held by CRN. We aim to expand the stimulating
discussions that take place at real events and extend
them on the web. More than to record events, we
would like to reflect, assess, and develop the issues
into a creative and escalating discussion.

CRN Home Page Topics for Discussion
Asaway to promote conversation, staff members of
CRN and collaborators contribute their thoughts on
children and education here. The articlesare
updated and introduced in the home page as well as
in the e-newsletter. To receive the newsletter, fill in
the form of the Join the CRN Family web page.

Articles on Children and Education

Noboru Kobayashi, M.D., writes about early child
care and the process of growth and development of
early childhood in Koby's Kodomogaku. Articles
discussing critical issues of current education and
children's situations in Japan, and other countries as
well, are presented by educators, academics, and
professionalsin Articlesby CRN Advisory Board
Membersand Educational Visions. Young
Researchers Papersisaweb page where junior
high school and high school students in Japan
express their feelings and thoughts about inter-
cultural experiencesin English. CRN hasthe
privilege of reproducing an abstract of the Brown
University Child and Adolescent Behavior Letter
every month.
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http://www.childresearch.net/
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Thisbilingual website in English and
Japanese is CRN's base for gathering and
sending information. Updated every week,
the website posts research on awide range
of topics concerning children and education
and provides the Let's Talk! where
participants can contribute their views. The
Japanese-language website is known for
being one of the few in the world with
research on children in Japan. The
Japanese website receives 650, 000 hits per
month, and 40, 000 for the English-
language website. How can we build on
these research activities, in particular,
events that take place in real spaces, to
develop adiscussion in avirtual forum?
Thisisaquestion that we try to answer as
we operate this website.
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the Website

http://www.crn.or.jp/
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In the spring of 2001, CRN opened an experimental space for
children to learn and play in the building of a closed down
school in Tama, a suburb of Tokyo. Besides children, this
spaceisalso visited by mothers, fathers, university-student
volunteers who love to play with children, supervising CRN
staff members and researchers. People of al ages and walks
of life come to experience playfulness.

CRN isnow initssixth year. Most of our initial efforts
involved discussing kodomogaku on our website. Gradually
expanding our range of our activities, we have since held
numerous symposia as well as events that put kodomogaku
into practice in close cooperation with local communities. As
we continue to value the collaboration that comes from
dialogue with people who share an interest in the well-being
of children, we intend to pursue new perspectives that will
contribute to improved education, child care, and child-
rearing.

e Experimental Space for Learning and Play

CRN will further expand the activities that it began in
FY2001. How can we design environments that will
encourage children to be energetic and positive? How do they
affect people and relationships? Our research explores these
and other questions. Newsis posted daily on our website.

e Networks for Researchers and Educators

New perspectives are constantly adding to how we view
children. One area of particular interest to CRN istherole
that neurology can play in education by shedding light on
child development and behavior. CRN establishes forums
where researchers can discuss the latest issues in research on
children today and publishes these exchanges on its website.

e Seminars for Child Care Providers, etc.

CRN also holds informative events and seminars for child
care providers as away to support them in their work and
examine child-raising issues together. In January 2001, the
CRN Seminar for Child Care Providers was held. We plan to
continue to provide helpful information through seminars,
|ectures, and on our website.
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