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Toward
aNew Century

The 20th century has been called the century of science and technology. People have believed that modernization will make their dreams and aspirations come
true and will aso give them acomfortable life. Nevertheless, the use of science and technology has not always given consideration to our living environment.
Mass production and mass consumption have not only adversely affected the natural environment, but have changed the very fabric of our everyday lives, and
the effect on children, in particular, who directly reflect the order and rhythms of daily life isimmeasurable. While society and culture also influence the
living environment of children, it is also important to pay attention to the strong interaction between children and the natural environment from the perspective
of valuing life. In this sense, the ecology of the natural environment has become a new issue within the field of child ecology.

Child Research Net attempts to reexamine the problems that face children today from a global perspective. Our efforts focus on creating a framework and
outline for anew field of study, named "Kodomogaku", or Child Science, that can integrate both the structures of the everyday lives of children and overall
ecosystem of their lives. A society that is child-friendly is one that is adult-friendly. Thinking about children is also thinking about the future. At CRN, the
twenty-first century is dedicated to children of the world and we hope to make it one in which al children can grow in health and happiness.

0 CRN'sAims[

m Bringing together people with an interest in children from various fields and offering a forum for discussion

[ from interdisciplinary perspectives that transcend current academic boundaries. CRN
m Conducting research on children as biological and social beings, based on YEAR

0 "Kodomogaku", Child Science.

m Communicating with child experts and researchers worldwide to exchange information and <rAnoue) Bopo. ::BOO

O knowledge over the Internet. Frzooo
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How are Developmentsin Neurology Changing our View of Children?
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Developmentsin
Neurology Changing
our View of Children?

A Dialogue between Noboru Kobayashi, M.D.
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Urgent Need For Establishing "Kodomogaku"
Based On Biology

Kobayashi: | have long advocated that we should view children from a multidisciplinary
point of view, and started using the term "Kodomogaku" in Japanese to expound the theory
from a new standpoint. In considering the issues of children of today, we find that one
discipline alone cannot solve the problems but that an interdisciplinary approachis
necessary. "Kodomogaku" or "child science" in English serves as the basis for discussion.

Kodomogaku is an academic way of understanding children as biological beings who
grow up as socia beings. Genetics and biology as well as medicine and the health sciences
have conventionally viewed children as biological beings. | believe that child ecology is an
important foundation from which to research children as social beingsin that it captures the
interaction of children and society from an academic point of view.

CRN is acyber-institute that relies on "kodomogaku" to address issues facing children on
the Internet. Why the Internet? An international conference on "Children at Risk" washeld in
1992 in Bergen, Norway to discuss such topics as making the 21st century the century of
children, and bringing together people interested in children on the Internet rather than
through research. As one of the panelists, | welcomed the idea.

Sawaguchi: What an excellent concept! | agree particularly with your stance of thinking
about children based on biology. From a biological point of view, the environment of
children has undergone drastic changes. It is now impossible to raise children in an "ordinary
environment.” | imagine that many children's problems today stem from the fact that an
environment desirable or necessary for their growth that had been in existence for several
million years since the birth of humankind has been lost. Unless we know for sure the kind
of environment in which children who are biological beings or primates should grow up, the
situation will deteriorate further. | believe we urgently need to create an environment or
theory of education based on the history of human evolution.

Toshiyuki

Sawaguchi
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How are
Developments

in Neurology Changing
our View of Children?
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Human Intelligence Evolves By
Developing the Prefrontal Association
Cortex

Kobayashi: What is the most important issue to you in the latest neurol ogical
science?

Sawaguchi: We know from recent studies that the prefrontal association cortex bears
the highest function of al in the human brain. Proper development of this area of
brain is absolutely critical. The prefrontal association cortex functions as intelligence
at ameta-level to integrate various basic types of human intelligences such as linguistic
intelligence, logical and mathematical intelligence, visual intelligence and musical
intelligence. It may be likened to a baseball manager who is constantly thinking
which next player he should call upon and watching the opposite team and how the
gameis going. The prefrontal association cortex makes Homosapiens act as humans.
Kobayashi: What type of education do you recommend to get the most out of the
prefrontal association cortex?

Sawaguchi: To be brief, "let them play" (laughter). To elaborate, children should be
given opportunities to experience diverse social relations. And they should have these
opportunities before they reach the sensitive age of eight when the brain undergoes
drastic changes.

Kobayashi: You mean that we should create an environment where children can
play freely?

Sawaguchi: Theimportant thing isthat they have deep human relationships rather
than lots of friends. Unless they experience complex social relationshipsin which
seemingly negative interactions such as bullying, fights, troubles and scuffles are
mixed with positive interactions that include friendliness, hel pfulness, cooperation and
sharing joys and sadness, it is meaningless. We need relationships that are nurtured by
contacts of the body.

Kobayashi: | cannot agree with you more. A human relationship that is not
controlled but is spontaneous would always be meaningful for children.
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Children playing with a stem of aplant
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The Significance of "Theory of Mind"

Sawaguchi: Thetheory of mind refersto the ability to know the mind of the other
by observing his or her behavior, and it was recently discovered that this ability is
attributable to the prefrontal association cortex.
Kobayashi: A child begins to have atheory of mind at the age of three or four.
Sawaguchi: Yes. Studies on brain imaging have confirmed this phenomenon only
recently, although psychologists have long suspected it. In my opinion, an
understanding of the mind can be nurtured only through practical and abundant
experiences.
Kobayashi: You mean that it will not grow unless children are allowed to play?
Sawaguchi: Children try to evolve their social relationships through various and
practical experiences as they grow up. Unless their theory of mind is fully nurtured,
they bully others or commit crimesin a detached manner when they enter puberty.
Thisis because they do not understand how the others think or react.
Kobayashi: What isthe basis for assuming that a theory of mind, that is, being
conscious of, making associations with, and inferring the mind or behavior of others,
leads to integrated intelligence?
Sawaguchi: It has been proposed that it originated in language. It is often said that
men invented language in the process of evolution because they needed atool for
communication. Communication starts with inferring the mind of the other. In other
words, there is this process of putting the emotion or behavior of the other into
symbols and understanding them.

| mean that language has a basic function besides communication, and that is
"representation.” The process of representing athing or a phenomenon, of
representing the other or the self using symbols or concepts, may be called thinking
per se. One may say that human intelligence has developed in order to learn the mind
of the self and the other.
Kobayashi: In other words, the group play of human children is not the same asthe
group play of young monkeys in that it entails highly intelligent activities.
Sawaguchi: Thetheory of mindis aninnate ability asislanguage ability. But,
unless a person is exposed to language in the environment, he or she will be unable to
speak properly despite having thisinnate ability. In the same way children will not
grow up well-rounded or mature if they lack the environment or opportunity to
become proficient in the theory of mind. That isthe reason | assert the importance of
theory of mind strongly.

Both parents and teachers grow quite concerned about the development of
intelligence if achild does not speak, but they do not care much about the theory of
mind or whether or not the child understands feelings or behavior of the other. That
can create serious problems.
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Kobayashi: Starting in the 1980s, many books on neurology were published along B O B S o o B o o 0

with many books on the brain, genetic and primates. Was this a major trend or turning 0 B 0 E g % 0 O B ad

i 0 oo U 0 0 0

point? 0050 g 0 o0 g

Sawaguchi: Inthefield of evolutionary biology, the study of human evolution has B % OO0 O B 0 O E O

made remarkable progress in the last decade. In brain science, we have long had a o 0000000 U % u

) . . . . . o0 000DG0O0aD O O

map of brain functions, and this has become more precise and detailed over time. g0O0O0Da0ao 0o H o

Thisis due to technological progress, particularly to PET (Positron Emission

Tomography) and MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging). Before that, we had to look OO0 0OoQoooOoo0aoon

at the brain of amonkey to study how the brain develops, and that was not exactly 0 g o B OO % O 0

accurate. Thanks to MRI, we are now able to directly image the brain of achild. g @ B B O S B

By looking at the brains of children, we have learned that the brain changes more O % O O B S 0

dynamically than we had ever supposed. We have aso learned from MRI that the age % 0 B S O g O

six isthe most critical. At about six, the frontal 1obe achieves a phenomenal B B o O S B B

devel opment. 0 o0 0 B H OO

As the structure of the human brain and the processes of human evolution become % EI B o o B S

gradually clear, methods of child rearing should naturally change. | believe that O O B % O 0

theory of child rearing backed by biology as advocated by Dr. Kobayashi will prevail. B B 0 % B B
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Child Ecology Research
in FY 2000

CRN'sresearch in the field of child ecology examines the
interaction between children and the environment based on
child science. Research activitiesin FY 2000 focused on three
themes: society'srolein raising children, designing
environments for children to play and grow, and the
communication via media. These activities investigate the
ways in which children's programs of the mind and body are
affected by changesin the environment, by age and from
various perspectives.

The theme of society's role in raising children examines the
effect of child care on child development. Designing
environments for children to play and grow is an experiment
to explore and reconfirm, through workshops, the value and
the necessity of play in the growth of children. Research on
communication via media suggests that digital media has the
potential to transform not only children's friendships, but also
the very structure of their thought processes.

In the past, children were socialized through their family
life, schoal life, and relationships with friends. Supported by
the family, school, and community, they made the transition
to adulthood. In our present-day society, children livein
diverse family settings, communities have ceased to function,
and school education is strained by the burden of these
changes. Relationships among the three spaces are eroding,
and at the same time, a so-called fourth or virtual space
created by the market economy has expanded
disproportionately. Children find themselves enveloped in the
virtual spaces of consumer society and the media and the
urban environment. These sorts of changes are thought to be
responsible for many of the problems that children now face.

Nevertheless, thisis not say that such changes affect
children in only a negative manner. They also provide them
with opportunities to develop their abilities and actively
explore new ways of relating to society. We believethat itis
necessary to clarify the sort of environment that should be
secured for children in scientific terms, to the extent possible,
and reach a consensus on the relation between the virtual
environment and children.

Asapart of this effort, CRN's research and other events are
attempts to gain an understanding of the changes that are now
affecting children’s lives. CRN's symposia have presented the
views of child experts and related professionals. Our
workshops have centered on collective play and activities
with children, and surveys and questionnaires have yielded
valuable data for further research.

Even when they are not in school, children live in a number
of different and diverse environments. CRN aimsto
reexamine the actual circumstances of children'slivesin a
comprehensive manner, something that is cannot be captured
by concentrating on education aone.
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Society's Role in Raising Children

The Child Care Paradox

Child abuse and anxiety about parenting
are some of the many child-rearing problems
and issues that we face today. Society is now
moving toward providing positive support for
child rearing rather than leaving it up to the
mother entirely. Asan areaof particular
interest, CRN's research efforts have focused on
society'srolein raising children, specifically,
the sort of child rearing and child care that most
aptly responds to today's needs and role of the
father, mother, child care provider, and
community in the raising of children.

In July 2000, CRN hosted an international
symposium entitled "The Child Care Paradox:
Choicesin Children's Development - Support
for Working Mothers" and invited Dr. Sarah
L.Friedman from the National Institute of Child
Health and Development (NICHD), the United
States, asthe guest speaker. The other
participants in the symposium included child
care providers, pediatricians, child development
psychologists, and other specialists with vast
experience and knowledge in child care.

The NICHD Study of Early Child Careisa
groundbreaking survey that followed 1364
young children in the United States over a
period of seven years. It examined and
compared the effects of the type of child care
received by these children on their subsequent
development. The findingsindicate that family
characteristics, maternal behavior and maternal
attributes are more important for the cognitive
and socio-emotional development of children,
whether young children are in the exclusive care
of their mothers or spending time in child care.
It was also found that the quality of child care
has a less strong, but consistent effect on
children's development.

Following Dr. Friedman's keynote address, a
panel discussion was held on child carein the
future. Moderated by Ms. Eiko Makita, noted
writer on the subject of child rearing, it also
included Dr. Nobuko Uchida, developmental
psychologist, Dr. Toshimitsu Matsumoto,
pediatrician, Ms. Kazuko Imai, authority in
nursery education, and Dr. Friedman. A lively
exchange ensued on society'srolein raising
children that reconfirmed the need for
discussion based on the scientific research.
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Booklet on the effects of child-rearing methods
on early child development in Japanese
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Designing Environments for
Children to Play and Grow

The Playshop
Experiment
At CRN, playful describes the thrill and

delight of being totally absorbed in
something. We think that this playful

spirit is essential to learning and living, but e ootk
it has been diminished by rapid and dramatic mr ¥

o
{
{
«
&
‘;1

%)
% (¢
0

changesin society. Believing the playful spirit
to be an important element that stimulates
creative learning, in 1999, CRN began
designing environments that allow the playful
spirit to emerge and grow. The result has been a
workshop called Playshop and ongoing
research.

Thisfiscal year, we held Playshopsin
Yoshino, Nara Prefecture and Nagoya. The
theme of the Playshop at Yoshino was "Feel the
Media" and the participants were seven families
with small children. It featured an experimental
program that attempted to develop a playful
spirit through direct experience with a
combination of low- and high-tech media.

Direct experience using the five senses
develops a playful spirit and creative learning.
Thisiswhy sensory experience and then
expression, not just cerebral cognition, are so
important. And then thereisthe cycle of
Creating - Interacting - Reflecting, the critical
process of reviewing action and reconstructing
experience.

In giving the Playshops, we became aware of
the existence of aboundary that made the
expression of aplayful spirit difficult. When we
followed programsin a pre-established
fashion, we found that this boundary arose and
restricted the capacity of participants to express
themselves freely and think imaginatively. Asa
solution, we wondered if this boundary could
not become atransitional or transformational
space where participants can casually come and
go, try something new with a sense of play, and
encounter and interact with people and things?
The concept of atransitional or transformational
space comes from the engawa, a porch-like
architectural structure in traditional Japanese
homes that is neither inside nor outside, but both
apart of both. In Playshop, thistransitional
space refers to an area that bridges two different
environments, an environment where people
outside and inside can easily mingle, people
who bring adults and children together, and
programs and places that combine structured
and free activity. Inthese and other ways, CRN
will continue to expand its playful spirit and
find ways to promote creative learning.
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Communication via Media

Paradigm Shift among
Children

CRN has been researching the effect of new
media on children's lifestyles and friendships.
Last fiscal, a survey was conducted on

how junior high school students access the
Internet and communicate via mobile devices.

In recent years, i-mode and other cellular
phones with Internet access have become
enormously popular in Japan. The number of
users reached approximately 27,000,000 last
year, and young people have been primarily
responsible for leading this wave of popularity.

CRN's survey and analysis of i-mode use by
junior high school students shows extremely
high e-mail use compared with home page
viewing, and a particularly high rate of use by
girls. For these students, communicating with
friends is more important than obtaining
information. One way they usei-modeisto
hang up before the receiver answers the phone,
which is called wangiri. This avoids the
telephone charge, but displays one's number on
the receiver's cellular phone and functions as a
kind of greeting.

Children are beginning to feel a sense of
atmosphere or mood in the virtual world. In
other words, while the mail they send back and
forth has emotional content, they find meaning
in sending it over the Internet in high volume,
free of the limitations of time and space, and are
thus creating friendships with both emotional
and bodily sensations through the network.

Observing this new type of communication
among children, oneis left wondering if the
traditional school environment is the optimum
one for them. Of course, education solely over
networks would not be possible, but isn't it time
to return to akind of education that truly
benefits children and to reexamine the
environment in which it is provided?

Tomohiro Kawamura (CRN Researcher)
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Child Research Net is a network devoted to Child Ecology
research from a global perspective, and links researchers
and research organizations worldwide. Its website in both
Japanese and English attracts researchers who study
problems and issues that affect children and offers them a
forum to exchange information and engage in discussion.

In aworld where al countries are globally linked, the
problems of children also transcend regional and national
borders. CRN believes that the solution to these problems
requires a global network, and global networking is avita
way to consider and create a future for children.

C R N [

o o o 4d o o 0

g o g o o o o o 0

OOO00DO00O0OOO09NIMYOMLIN Va0 190 0 ooooo oo oon
OoOoOOO00000000OAO000000O0NODoNooNoooooon
OO0 O000000 00000 0O0O00DODODONOooDood

OoOOOOoOOooOoooooooyoooooooooooooooooono
ODOoOoOoOooomoooooooooooooooooooomoOood
OO0 oOoOoOooOooooooooong

Ooooo

CRNOUOODODooooooooog oo ewvimo o oo g o
CRN Advisory Board Members Joint Research with Childwatch International
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CRN'sAdvisory Board Members are the secret that explains why 0000000000000000000000000000000000
CRN, asmall research network in Japan, can be so active on a 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000

worldwide scale. In agreement with the principles and aims of
CRN, Advisory Board Members support research activities from
wherever they are based in Japan and overseas.
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Aiming to take advantage of their networks to promote research on an international
level to help children, CRN and Childwatch International, a child research
organization based in Norway, began joint research in 2000 on children and the media.
This research focuses on the role of media and information technology in the
socialization of children. It seeksto clarify the influence of media on children's
learning, socialization, rights, and future lifestyles. Joint research is currently being
conducted in five countries: Japan, Norway, Brazil, India and Spain. A fact-finding
survey on media use by junior-high school studentsis now under way as the first stage
of thisresearch. Survey results will be posted on the websites of CRN and Childwatch
International when they become available after April 2001.
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Professor, Konan Women's University, Japan

Let's d-a-n-c-e with medial Just think...frolicking
children, parents, teachers and neighbors, filled with
desire to learn on their own...hearts and minds
beaming with a playful spirit...eager to tell their
own story...ears and hearts to hear others' stories!
How wonderful it would be to create such afuture
with al!

WEell, it's here NOW! Welcome to our
"Playshop"!! My friendsand | - we call ourselves
Mudpie Unlimited! - created a concept of
"playshop" with appetizing and provocative themes
such as"Playful" and "Feel the Media". With the
flavorful inspiration and support of CRN and
friends, we were able to turn our...Dreams into
Reality. | know CRN will continue to stimulate the
playful creativity of children, and am enchanted to
be apart of it.
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Professor, Kagawa Jupior College
(http://lwww.kagawa-jcac.jp/~steve/)
President, World Association for Online Education, Japan(
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CRN iswell appreciated by those who explore
the Website, asindicated by links from Harvard,
Stanford and elsewherg! Perhaps CRN resources
could be invested mgfe in online projects. The
Japanese and Engli'sh Websites could be leveraged
by having more translation between them. Non-
Japanese like t0 know what Japanese are thinking,
and vice versa. The CRN English e-newsletter could
also be expanded, including what is being observed
at the Japanese language site. Also, while surveys
provide valuable data upon which to generalize,
reports from individual parents in Japan may fill in
more of the actual diversity.
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soooconon Catherine Lewis

Visiting Scholar, Woman's Leadership Institute
Mill's College, USA
00000000000000000000000000,000

| greatly value CRN, and | regularly check the
site to find out about interesting recent research, to
learn what issues are pressing to US and Japanese
education researchers, and to enjoy cross-cultural
exchange. At atime when so many people think
about Japan and the US as "competitors,” CRN
reminds us that we face a shared challenge: to help
our children to form warm, human attachmentsin
an increasingly impersonal age, and to support our
schools, families, and other social institutionsin
reinventing themselves for the 21st century.
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What We Expect of CRN

sooomnon Ferran Casas

Director, Research Institute on Quality of Life Studies
Professor, University of Girona
Co-ordinator, Catalan Network of Child Researchers, Spain
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Two years ago, CWI and CRN started to co-
operate in an international research project aiming
to better understand the influence of information
and communication technologies on children's and
adolescent's life (see p.18). We are already analyzing
interesting similarities and discrepancies between
children and adults in front of audio-visual media. |
thank CRN support in this enterprise, and | expect
that CRN will continue having aleading roll in the
challenge of better understanding the construction
of childhood cultures at international level.
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sooonoonoon Dee Dickinson

Chief Executive Officer, New Horizons for Learning, USAL]
00O00000000000000000 00000000000000000,000

New Horizons for Learning is an international
education network based in avirtual building on the
Internet at <http://www.newhorizons.org>. The
focus of our work is on identifying, communicating,
and helping to implement the most effective ways of
learning at al ages from early childhood throughout
life.

As such we are very interested in the work of
CRN that offers on-going information about
students and learning systems in Japan and draws
together ideas about learning from all over the
world. Asthe philosophy of CRN is learner-oriented
and focused on the broadest concepts of human
development, we are hopeful that the network will
continue to offer its resources to educators
everywhere.
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soooonoe Merry White
Professor, Boston University, USA
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Over the years | have relied more and more on the
CRN's resources and have directed many colleagues
and students to consult the website and find the latest
research and thinking on children. It is wonderful to
have a"place" where children are viewed
holistically, where "play" is actively integrated with
the "work" of growing up healthy, and where the
main task of helping children is NOT increasing their
academic skills.

In addition, the interdisciplinary nature of the
dialogues and writing reduces the usual jargon and
over-specialization of the behavioral sciences and
allows people like me, an anthropologist, to feel at
home in the discussion.

The website lately, and | hope increasingly in the
future, includes writing and discussion on difficult
and troubling topics, that endanger children's healthy
development, and unlike official sources, look for
deeper causesin social issues that transcend family
and individuals, without blaming families and
particularly mothers for the ills besetting society.
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Research and Rethinking (RER) Cafe

R&R cafeis aspecial areaon CRN's homepage
where people can explore different ways of
looking at learning together. It'sa"cafe" so the
styleisinformal, but full of energy and good
ideas. We look around us with new eyes, examine
our assumptions and redefine things. We use the
metaphor of dancing together as away of
thinking about exchanging ideas. In the past two
years we've had some wonderful dances - about
Japanese education, halistic (a.k.a. "integrated")
studies, transforming travel, math education.
We've aso done some more formal research, on
learning on-line, cultural understanding and
global awareness - and we are hoping that you
will drop by and join us!

Let's Talk!

If you have any comments on problems (and
possible solutions) regarding children in today's
society, please share them here and get comments
from people around the world.

( The most frequent visited web pages during the FY2000 were:

No.1

No.2

Let's Talk!, the bbs web page
http://www.childresearch.net/KEY/KSOCIETY/LT/index.html

The Child Care Paradox: Choices in Children's Development,
web page on the symposium held in July, 2000.
http://mww.childresearch.net/CYBRARY/SYMPO2000/index. html
Koby's Kodomogaku , research on children

by Noboru Kobayashi, director

http:/iww.childresearch.net/ CYBRARY/KOBY/index.html

Educational Data

This section provides data on many pressing
concerns of youth and children today in Japan.
"Monograph" features research by Benesse
Educational Research Institute, including the
"Basic Survey on Child Rearing" published in
FY 2000. We also had the privilege of
reproducing "The NICHD Study of Early Child
Care" published by the NICHD of the U.S.. In
FY 2001, we will post "Questionnaire on the
Daily Life of Children" and a survey of university
students who study teacher training on their
visions of what an ideal educator is.

Educational Visions

Articlesdiscussing critical issues of current
Japanese education and children's situations are
presented here by educators, academics, and
professionals from various fields. A wide variety
of topicsincluding educational problems,
educational reforms, juvenile delinquency and
media are brought to the fore, providing insight
into the future direction of Japanese education
and society.

")

Cybrary

Step into our growing collection of dataand
articles on youth and children in Japan! Our goal
isto offer all kinds of useful information. Check
out what we've posted, and let us know what
you'reinterested in. Your feedback isimportant
because it tells us what we should be translating
into English from our vast collection of material
in Japanese.

CRN Events

Thisisatreasure trove of photos and information
on thought-provoking events sponsored by CRN.
We aim to expand the stimulating discussions that
take place at real events and extend them on the
web. More than just record events, we want to
reflect, assess, and develop the issuesinto a
creative and escalating discussion.

CRN Home Page Topics for Discussion

Asaway to promote conversation, staff of CRN
and collaborators contribute their thoughts on
children and education here. The articles are
updated every week and introduced in the home
page as well asin the Weekly E-newdletter. To
receive the Newsletter fill in the form in Join the
CRN Family web page.
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0 0O 00O English-language

This bilingual website in English and
Japanese is CRN's base for gathering and
sending information. Updated every week,
the website posts research on awide range
of topics concerning children and education
and provides Let's Tak!, aforum page,
where participants can contribute their
views. The Japanese-language website is
known for being one of the few sitesin
Japan devoted to research on children and
the English-language website has received
much attention as one of the few in the
world with research on children in Japan.
The Japanese website receives 600,000 hits
per month (20,000 for the English-language
website). How can we build on these
research activities, in particular, events that
take place in real spaces, to develop a
discussion in avirtual forum? From now
on, thisis a question that we will try to
answer as we operate this website.
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e Creating Experimental Spaces for Learning e

CRN would like to shed light on the specific qualities that make environments for |earning and
development best suited to the needs of children today. One effort in this direction involves using empty
classroomsin schools that have been closed due to a decline in the number of children in the district. With
full-time staff on hand, these schools will be turned into experimental spaces for children and parentsin

the neighborhood.

CRN's research will focus on creating prototypes for activities that bring out the playful spirit, studying
the role of directorsin playful activities and organizers of the space, and communication through new
media (between children themselves and between children and parents). A number of specialistsin each

field and student volunteers will take part in the research to create a new type of space for playful

learning.

e Enhancing the English Website e

CRN's website will offer more information and data on the educational reforms in Japan that will
take place from 2002. A new section will report on developments in education in other Asian countries.
We also plan to post information on our experiments in playful learning environments as it becomes

available.

e Building Networks of Researchers and Institutions Worldwide o %

CRN aims to expand its worldwide network of researchers who are concerned about children. Using
the Internet, we will continue our collaborative work with Childwatch International, research exchange
with the Japanese Society on Infant Studies (formerly, the Japanese Society of Infant Behavioral
Research), and promote discussion among researchers involved in creating experimental learning spaces.
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Year/Event
’ July 1996  Inaugural symposium on children in today's multi-media society ‘
March 1997  Symposium on children's use of multi-mediato make friends

October 1997  Dr. Jane Goodall, world-famous researcher of chimpanzees,
visited and talked on "Chimpanzees and Natural Environment"
Dr. Jay Belsky, Professor, Pennsylvania State University, visited and talked on parenting

January 1998  International symposium on "Augmented Childhood"

October 1998  Discussion between Dr. Jane Goodall and elementary students
Renewal of the English-language website

November 1998  Prof. Ferran Casas, University of Girona, held aseminar on C.E.
December 1998  CRN'swebsite won the Silver Prize at "The Web Design Awards " in Japan
January 1999  Open round-table discussion on classroom disorder and discipline
November 1999  Held PLAY SHOP 1999, "PLAY FUL"
January 2000  Open round-table discussion, "Bringing Family and School Together:
How Do Children Learn Social Aptitude and Rules?"
March 2000  Published the pamphlet "Child Research Net" in Japanese
July 2000  Held PLAY SHOP 2000, "Feel the Media," in'Yoshino
International symposium, "The Child Care Paradox: Choices in Children's Development”
Held PLAY SHOP 2000 as part of the three-day program of the World Youth Meeting in Nagoya
December 2000  Published booklet on the effects of child-rearing methods on early child development in Japanese
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English-language website
http://www.childresearch.net/
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Child Research Net (CRN) is a non-profit, internet-based child research

institute and operated as an activity of the Fukutake Education Foundation
under the auspices of Benesse Corporation in Japan.
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