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How do media change children? How can they be used in education? We adults have
not foeund out the answers to these questions. By looking back the past ten years of
CRN, | would like to think about the future of children, media and education.
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Children, Media and Education

Takemochi Ishii, Honorary Director, Child Research Net; Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo

Interviewer: Tomohiro Kawamura, Researcher, Child Research Net
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Innovation Training Becomes Imponlar\t
Kawamura: Pr
ears ago. First, what is your

Ishii; e been Hono Director and advisor at CRN sinc

vision of the media w, and what kind ducation should we

provide to prepare children for this future?

ten years irom nc

Ishii: It is quite difficult to foresee the future. | can't tell you exactly what will happen in the

However, looking at the current global economy,

is going to be very high.

A report called “Innovate Ame as issued in 2004 by the Council of C
by Samuel Palmisano, CEO of IBM, \

resources, or innovation training, are the most unpw antin a global socie ly Mr.

Innavation Initiative in the U.S,, co-chaired

I amid this

sense of crisis. It concludes that,in ord workers from

ia, the U.5. must enhance innovation training and attain an optimum balance of humar

urces.

Now that Japan has a world-class broadband infrastructure, in arder to make use of it, w

d to give

top priority to human resources velopment. In this respect, there has be

an increasing awareness of

'Innovate Japan’as a response to“Innovate America.”

Taking Advantage of Lagging Behind
Kawamura: 5o, the business w

s started to empk innovation training, but | am afraid that is

tion. |'ve been s r the pa CRN.

ions on a mohile

choaol educ “hildren and media f

hardly recognized in

Up until about five years ago, children had their first experience with network communic

ntering junior or senior h school. Now, Yool childrer adband:

‘IF]U["_‘\" ANnd sena e
.They have given up a

pessimistica

3 out pub
e had teachers with almost no computer experience and superf

om scratch. Actually, |

behind and we need to ¢

because up until noy

ers who have been using computers since childhood

. This is one

Learning Backwards is Better

Kawamura: | think that there are more ways to make media a part of general education. The other day

| read a comic book called“H
ct that | had hated before

ary of the Three Kingdoms."” |

I

denly started to love Chinese history, a

Then | st

arted looking for something on ancient to modern history,

textbook. This made me think that order of

g | ning in school educat
1s. First, we have to |e

backware Idren have interesting experiences, encourage them to explore,and then
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last, go to a textbook for a summary of knowledge. This makes the learning experience very exciting. In the classroom today, children
have to study very hard without any background knowledge; they simply have to remember everything, They don‘tattain a deep
understanding because they lack background knowledge. As a result, they forget almost everything by the time they are supposed to

use what they've learned.| find that really useless.

Ishii: Before broadband became available, we only had access to information edited by others. But this organized information wasn't
very helpful without a good understanding of the background. Learning is all about giving children unorganized information, stimulating
their curiosity and then letting them organize the information. But that is not the way it is done and rote learning is forced upon them.
While my secretary was on a business trip in Thailand, a military coup took place, and she sent me images from her mobile personal
computer. A real-time image sent by someone you know is a powerful and unforgettable personal experience. This is not like reading a
newspaper or watching TV, or reading books or textbooks. It is new type of experience generated by networks. Children in-the future will
take such a real-time experience for granted and they will self-edit their own experiences or their friends’ experiences and use media as if
they were driving a car.

Not being organized, such day-to-day experiences may not become knowledge right away, but they will certainly be stored as memory.
With resources like this as a basis, history and geography will become more meaningful subjects.

Kawamura: According to Henri Rousseattin “Emile,” adults always try to teach from the end result and that is why children don't
understand. Ifwe want our children to make goad judgments, we have to feel and experience many things that will become the basis for
knowledge. Knowledge should come at the very end.

Ishii: In that respect we may have to get back to the starting point of education.

Drawing out the Potential of Children

Kawamura: What is surprising for me when | associate with children is the speed with which they master the use of media equipment.
In no time, they learn the features of the equipment and how to operate it while playing and without even reading a manual

Ishii: Children have that natural ability, but adults misunderstand i e. They try to
understand the whole thing as knowledge befare having the experience. That is why they find media equipment cumbersome or very
hard

srown-Ups start with a manual of organized knowledc

o handle.

What is really important in media education is to have the feeling that you wantto pick it up and play around with it. Studying a manual

is not the same as feeling. Furthermore, it is str to be so obsessed with a tool. The desire comes first, not the tool. Focusing too much

on the tool turns computer education into @ matter of learning how to operate the equipment so the method becomes the objective.
Kawamura: Itis said that getting too absorbed in media leads to being controlled by ths
appreciate the value of studying the conventional way at school

Ishii: Adults may think that media are always something new, but human beings don't necessarily want to do or know something new.
Something may have been infeasible because of technological constraints and maybe what peaple are doing now is what they have

endless flow of information, but it makes me

wanted to do for a long time. In this respect, the media age enables us to rediscover what it means to be human.

The German word for“education’ is erziehen, which comes from the word “to draw out.” Education will benefit if media can draw out
children’s potential and their latent thoughts. People change when they become curious. When you are shown something interesting,
you want to try it and learn how to do it. That's why we need to make sure that children have a lot of memorable experiences
Kawamura: Children will make

need to approach things with this kind of open attitude in the world of the future, Thank you very much for today.

se of media to find out what they want to know regardless of the curriculum or the tool. Childrenwill

(Edited by Makoto Kinoshita)
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