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Looking Back Over the Past
Ten Years of CRN

Noboru Kobayashi,
Director, Child Research Net

It all started in May 1992 at the
international conference,"Children at
Risk,"held in Bergen by the Norwegian
Centre for Child Research. At the
beginning of the twentieth century, Ellen
Key had called for making it the “Century
of the Child,” but unfortunately her aim
had not yet been realized. There were
still children at risk throughout the world
and the purpose of the conference was
to consider the problem and possible
initiatives. | was invited to attend and
gave a special lecture entitled “Child
Ecology, Perspectives on Child Health.”
In my view, the diverse “children’s issues"”
throughout the world needed to be
considered in light of biological theories
within the framework of ecology.

After the conference about twenty of us
from various countries got together to
discuss what to do. And it was agreed
that researchers and practitioners all
over the world in the field of child
research should be linked via the
Internet to discuss and find solutions,
That is how Childwatch International
(CWI) was established in Norway.

Children are born as “biological beings”
and grow up as"social beings.”| had
been thinking since the 1970s that we
needed to address children’s issues by
integrating the human sciences and
natural sciences in an interdisciplinary
manner -we needed "Child Science.”

A series of events in Bergen made me
think about developing Child Science
and forming a society, Responding

to the interest in Child Science and
international trends, Child Research Net
(CRN) was established in 1996, with the
support of Mr, Seichiro Fukutake, then
President of Benesse Corporation.

I am happy to say that thanks to the
support of many people, our site has
grown enormously. Together, our
Japanese, English and Chinese sites have
a daily access of about 30,000.This is one
step closer to making the twenty-first
century "The Century of the Child,”
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Growth of Child Science
CRN Supparts Child Research

= == > - b
... E iﬁﬁ@?ﬁﬂ] 16
R MR ER “LERE"

Transcending Borders
Child Science since the start of our Chinese-language website
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CRN websites in three languages: lapanese, English and Chinese
World communication through multilingual websites
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CRN Japanese Website Users
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Child Research Net (CRN) is cyber research institute that brings together people who % ?g E § lﬂ E.i ;_-'\1] % g % E % ?%: ;"JT

are concerned about children and interested in Child Science. In response to an appeal B .ﬁi ol j,‘ '_ @ —E@ wo o He JL

made at an international conference in Bergen, Norway in 1992, Dr. Noboru Kobayashi, — i IR gk W ﬁ i! R T & M %% B W

Director, established CRN with the idea of linking those concerned about children all # b i\ % = N 5 e W6y

over the world via the Internet. E%Z %ﬂ _Jﬁj;_ % ] ! E?% % gﬁ é\é 1t g 1%!;
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When CRN started its activities back in 1996, only 16% of all the households had ,%, &I: @ﬁ ? % Z%bii E {ilj i_i,, %f’ H Q

personal computers and only 3% of them were using the Internet. At a time when the 4 Eﬁ H e OB Ao wwoH

Internet was not yet popular among the general public, most users were researchers T el = ST AT ﬁ'ﬂ; H W

and businesspeople. However, from around 1999, the number of Internet users started D 1 O 11 = A ie E

to increase dramatically. By 2001, more than 50% of households had PCs and Internet

access, and the CRN website was receiving 800,000 hits per month.
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The Forum or Message Board was the one of the key factars behind the burst of our % ? w (] ’%’ i %l_ BL 3L & i % i

website activity. In particular, issues such as bullying, classroom collapse and children's i% % =~ % w % % % %’ % Eg % 2 ﬁ-_

crimes drew much public attention, but few of the heated discussions on the CRN %} ] § ‘g i g N R oIk oE oE R bidl &

Forum turned out to be productive, which made us rethink the potential and limits of |’EI 5] O SO = = B | J'JE' Ap

the Internet. Improving the child-raising environment became our main concern as mO o oo MOBT MM W H & F ]

we clarified our priorities and changed direction. ] 5 #oE & # Kk E X 7% @ A ')\ B
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Starting in 2002, CRN began focusing on providing information resources on its f @\ 1 i * % é[]g g@} HB“,]]' % ﬁ 5'43 B;f %i J@

website. Qur databases of basic materials on children include research papers, Il # JL i~ » ST 41‘\;4 I 13%— 17 [ ~ Tg E?]

survey data, symposia information, and the research results of our original events ﬁ{J\ = E E ip E 1 VA = R A -~ |

and workshops that have become unique opportunities to interact with children.In = B @ B ik O i T FC [T < |

addition, our regularly held study sessions on Child Science bring together experts in 35, = 3 ;’F% L E ik i1 B M

various fields such as developmental psychology, evolutionary biology, neuroscience,

and pediatrics.These events have been instrumental in laying a theoretical foundation ;

for Child Science. % _%' iﬁ% Eﬂﬂf E‘g‘ ? ﬁ ?XE gg %‘% ﬁ 1131 %
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Child Science is the concept that is fundamental to CRN's work on and with children. ig F "?E % %‘3 % % % %E\ :%% % % ‘{3\] Fé}

Its interdisciplinary scope appeals to people from different fields because it transcends E’ﬁ s # A& %= 2 il MWW A b &

specialized domains to open up and bring creative energy and perspectives to i i R [ Hp AW OB A 2 E

the study of children. Considering the Internet to be a prime vehicle for this sort of b In] 7ok 2t & E X@' B oa o o« A

dynamic exchange, CRN has transformed itself into a site rich in resources for the E% % =k i& o jL i D~ i HQJL 1

development and pursuit of Child Science. & & i ‘U:B. ?ﬁ #-A A W B
%%%gﬁﬂ/\ i omom o s E

With the 21st century and broadband Internet, the Internet has become more a JL #F % fr * %‘ E ‘E:‘ ? g |§J i %

medium for entertainment and commercial purposes than simply a communications oo g &5 bR B A |

tool linking the world. It risks, hawever, degenerating into a tool forinward-focused, BT A 18 # ] ooE koA 5@ &

idle chatting. But, if we think about it, doesn't it really present us with the fortuitous ¥ 5 - M E ot MM % #EC

means to do joint research with people all over the world, free from the constraints
of time, space; or cost? We seem to have forgotten this. It then becomes all the more

impaortant to recall the proposal made at the internaticnal conference in Bergen to ﬁ; /_I:‘ % ?‘é‘ g TL %’}( ﬂ: % % %
bring together people concerned about children all over the world via the Internet. ik ’% * A X % ° W oA bR R
gl R L% 2 W E R X H &
With Web 2.0, comprehensive websites such as CRN may have fulfilled their role as H W O R E S 4 E]:j_ Era in] EF °
we come to the end of an era. But we should never lose sight of our philosophy: to L i C iR }Z Eidi _ﬂ‘ Eﬁ JLE Mﬁ‘ 9|:
establish new frameworks to explore children’s lives and the ecological system in " % § %% S;g g % ?lé ?;' % ;o
which they live and to share this information and knowledge with people all over HE X oA @ = 15___5; Hon %]:l 2 *ﬁ R
the world. Child Science and the Internet—both are essential to CRN. A child-friendly o 1_‘ % % WM R o= ’,; N
society isalso an adule-friendly society. To think about children is to think about the e m D ET W CH Y R
future. The 21st century has been called the “century of the child,”and CRN would like i g% JL &£ 8 K A & & B %
to pursue a world where all the children can grow up healthy and happy. e gt HoE I OT % | ] 4 E
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