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Looking Back Over the Past
Ten Years of CRN

Noboru Kobayashi,
Director, Child Research Net

It all started in May 1992 at the
international conference,"Children at
Risk,"held in Bergen by the Norwegian
Centre for Child Research. At the
beginning of the twentieth century, Ellen
Key had called for making it the “Century
of the Child,” but unfortunately her aim
had not yet been realized. There were
still children at risk throughout the world
and the purpose of the conference was
to consider the problem and possible
initiatives. | was invited to attend and
gave a special lecture entitled “Child
Ecology, Perspectives on Child Health.”
In my view, the diverse “children’s issues"”
throughout the world needed to be
considered in light of biological theories
within the framework of ecology.

After the conference about twenty of us
from various countries got together to
discuss what to do. And it was agreed
that researchers and practitioners all
over the world in the field of child
research should be linked via the
Internet to discuss and find solutions,
That is how Childwatch International
(CWI) was established in Norway.

Children are born as “biological beings”
and grow up as"social beings.”| had
been thinking since the 1970s that we
needed to address children’s issues by
integrating the human sciences and
natural sciences in an interdisciplinary
manner -we needed "Child Science.”

A series of events in Bergen made me
think about developing Child Science
and forming a society, Responding

to the interest in Child Science and
international trends, Child Research Net
(CRN) was established in 1996, with the
support of Mr, Seichiro Fukutake, then
President of Benesse Corporation.

I am happy to say that thanks to the
support of many people, our site has
grown enormously. Together, our
Japanese, English and Chinese sites have
a daily access of about 30,000.This is one
step closer to making the twenty-first
century "The Century of the Child,”
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Child Research Net (CRN) is cyber research institute that brings together people who % ?g E § lﬂ E.i ;_-'\1] % g % E % ?%: ;"JT

are concerned about children and interested in Child Science. In response to an appeal B .ﬁi ol j,‘ '_ @ —E@ wo o He JL

made at an international conference in Bergen, Norway in 1992, Dr. Noboru Kobayashi, — i IR gk W ﬁ i! R T & M %% B W

Director, established CRN with the idea of linking those concerned about children all # b i\ % = N 5 e W6y

over the world via the Internet. E%Z %ﬂ _Jﬁj;_ % ] ! E?% % gﬁ é\é 1t g 1%!;
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When CRN started its activities back in 1996, only 16% of all the households had ,%, &I: @ﬁ ? % Z%bii E {ilj i_i,, %f’ H Q

personal computers and only 3% of them were using the Internet. At a time when the 4 Eﬁ H e OB Ao wwoH

Internet was not yet popular among the general public, most users were researchers T el = ST AT ﬁ'ﬂ; H W

and businesspeople. However, from around 1999, the number of Internet users started D 1 O 11 = A ie E

to increase dramatically. By 2001, more than 50% of households had PCs and Internet

access, and the CRN website was receiving 800,000 hits per month.
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The Forum or Message Board was the one of the key factars behind the burst of our % ? w (] ’%’ i %l_ BL 3L & i % i

website activity. In particular, issues such as bullying, classroom collapse and children's i% % =~ % w % % % %’ % Eg % 2 ﬁ-_

crimes drew much public attention, but few of the heated discussions on the CRN %} ] § ‘g i g N R oIk oE oE R bidl &

Forum turned out to be productive, which made us rethink the potential and limits of |’EI 5] O SO = = B | J'JE' Ap

the Internet. Improving the child-raising environment became our main concern as mO o oo MOBT MM W H & F ]

we clarified our priorities and changed direction. ] 5 #oE & # Kk E X 7% @ A ')\ B
BOH ok o 2L EN R A

Starting in 2002, CRN began focusing on providing information resources on its f @\ 1 i * % é[]g g@} HB“,]]' % ﬁ 5'43 B;f %i J@

website. Qur databases of basic materials on children include research papers, Il # JL i~ » ST 41‘\;4 I 13%— 17 [ ~ Tg E?]

survey data, symposia information, and the research results of our original events ﬁ{J\ = E E ip E 1 VA = R A -~ |

and workshops that have become unique opportunities to interact with children.In = B @ B ik O i T FC [T < |

addition, our regularly held study sessions on Child Science bring together experts in 35, = 3 ;’F% L E ik i1 B M

various fields such as developmental psychology, evolutionary biology, neuroscience,

and pediatrics.These events have been instrumental in laying a theoretical foundation ;

for Child Science. % _%' iﬁ% Eﬂﬂf E‘g‘ ? ﬁ ?XE gg %‘% ﬁ 1131 %
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Child Science is the concept that is fundamental to CRN's work on and with children. ig F "?E % %‘3 % % % %E\ :%% % % ‘{3\] Fé}

Its interdisciplinary scope appeals to people from different fields because it transcends E’ﬁ s # A& %= 2 il MWW A b &

specialized domains to open up and bring creative energy and perspectives to i i R [ Hp AW OB A 2 E

the study of children. Considering the Internet to be a prime vehicle for this sort of b In] 7ok 2t & E X@' B oa o o« A

dynamic exchange, CRN has transformed itself into a site rich in resources for the E% % =k i& o jL i D~ i HQJL 1

development and pursuit of Child Science. & & i ‘U:B. ?ﬁ #-A A W B
%%%gﬁﬂ/\ i omom o s E

With the 21st century and broadband Internet, the Internet has become more a JL #F % fr * %‘ E ‘E:‘ ? g |§J i %

medium for entertainment and commercial purposes than simply a communications oo g &5 bR B A |

tool linking the world. It risks, hawever, degenerating into a tool forinward-focused, BT A 18 # ] ooE koA 5@ &

idle chatting. But, if we think about it, doesn't it really present us with the fortuitous ¥ 5 - M E ot MM % #EC

means to do joint research with people all over the world, free from the constraints
of time, space; or cost? We seem to have forgotten this. It then becomes all the more

impaortant to recall the proposal made at the internaticnal conference in Bergen to ﬁ; /_I:‘ % ?‘é‘ g TL %’}( ﬂ: % % %
bring together people concerned about children all over the world via the Internet. ik ’% * A X % ° W oA bR R
gl R L% 2 W E R X H &
With Web 2.0, comprehensive websites such as CRN may have fulfilled their role as H W O R E S 4 E]:j_ Era in] EF °
we come to the end of an era. But we should never lose sight of our philosophy: to L i C iR }Z Eidi _ﬂ‘ Eﬁ JLE Mﬁ‘ 9|:
establish new frameworks to explore children’s lives and the ecological system in " % § %% S;g g % ?lé ?;' % ;o
which they live and to share this information and knowledge with people all over HE X oA @ = 15___5; Hon %]:l 2 *ﬁ R
the world. Child Science and the Internet—both are essential to CRN. A child-friendly o 1_‘ % % WM R o= ’,; N
society isalso an adule-friendly society. To think about children is to think about the e m D ET W CH Y R
future. The 21st century has been called the “century of the child,”and CRN would like i g% JL &£ 8 K A & & B %
to pursue a world where all the children can grow up healthy and happy. e gt HoE I OT % | ] 4 E
B oE B P M M — &% T
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How do media change children? How can they be used in education? We adults have
not foeund out the answers to these questions. By looking back the past ten years of
CRN, | would like to think about the future of children, media and education.
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Innovation Training Becomes Imponlar\t
Kawamura: Pr
ears ago. First, what is your

Ishii; e been Hono Director and advisor at CRN sinc

vision of the media w, and what kind ducation should we

provide to prepare children for this future?

ten years irom nc

Ishii: It is quite difficult to foresee the future. | can't tell you exactly what will happen in the

However, looking at the current global economy,

is going to be very high.

A report called “Innovate Ame as issued in 2004 by the Council of C
by Samuel Palmisano, CEO of IBM, \

resources, or innovation training, are the most unpw antin a global socie ly Mr.

Innavation Initiative in the U.S,, co-chaired

I amid this

sense of crisis. It concludes that,in ord workers from

ia, the U.5. must enhance innovation training and attain an optimum balance of humar

urces.

Now that Japan has a world-class broadband infrastructure, in arder to make use of it, w

d to give

top priority to human resources velopment. In this respect, there has be

an increasing awareness of

'Innovate Japan’as a response to“Innovate America.”

Taking Advantage of Lagging Behind
Kawamura: 5o, the business w

s started to empk innovation training, but | am afraid that is

tion. |'ve been s r the pa CRN.

ions on a mohile

choaol educ “hildren and media f

hardly recognized in

Up until about five years ago, children had their first experience with network communic

ntering junior or senior h school. Now, Yool childrer adband:

‘IF]U["_‘\" ANnd sena e
.They have given up a

pessimistica

3 out pub
e had teachers with almost no computer experience and superf

om scratch. Actually, |

behind and we need to ¢

because up until noy

ers who have been using computers since childhood

. This is one

Learning Backwards is Better

Kawamura: | think that there are more ways to make media a part of general education. The other day

| read a comic book called“H
ct that | had hated before

ary of the Three Kingdoms."” |

I

denly started to love Chinese history, a

Then | st

arted looking for something on ancient to modern history,

textbook. This made me think that order of

g | ning in school educat
1s. First, we have to |e

backware Idren have interesting experiences, encourage them to explore,and then
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last, go to a textbook for a summary of knowledge. This makes the learning experience very exciting. In the classroom today, children
have to study very hard without any background knowledge; they simply have to remember everything, They don‘tattain a deep
understanding because they lack background knowledge. As a result, they forget almost everything by the time they are supposed to

use what they've learned.| find that really useless.

Ishii: Before broadband became available, we only had access to information edited by others. But this organized information wasn't
very helpful without a good understanding of the background. Learning is all about giving children unorganized information, stimulating
their curiosity and then letting them organize the information. But that is not the way it is done and rote learning is forced upon them.
While my secretary was on a business trip in Thailand, a military coup took place, and she sent me images from her mobile personal
computer. A real-time image sent by someone you know is a powerful and unforgettable personal experience. This is not like reading a
newspaper or watching TV, or reading books or textbooks. It is new type of experience generated by networks. Children in-the future will
take such a real-time experience for granted and they will self-edit their own experiences or their friends’ experiences and use media as if
they were driving a car.

Not being organized, such day-to-day experiences may not become knowledge right away, but they will certainly be stored as memory.
With resources like this as a basis, history and geography will become more meaningful subjects.

Kawamura: According to Henri Rousseattin “Emile,” adults always try to teach from the end result and that is why children don't
understand. Ifwe want our children to make goad judgments, we have to feel and experience many things that will become the basis for
knowledge. Knowledge should come at the very end.

Ishii: In that respect we may have to get back to the starting point of education.

Drawing out the Potential of Children

Kawamura: What is surprising for me when | associate with children is the speed with which they master the use of media equipment.
In no time, they learn the features of the equipment and how to operate it while playing and without even reading a manual

Ishii: Children have that natural ability, but adults misunderstand i e. They try to
understand the whole thing as knowledge befare having the experience. That is why they find media equipment cumbersome or very
hard

srown-Ups start with a manual of organized knowledc

o handle.

What is really important in media education is to have the feeling that you wantto pick it up and play around with it. Studying a manual

is not the same as feeling. Furthermore, it is str to be so obsessed with a tool. The desire comes first, not the tool. Focusing too much

on the tool turns computer education into @ matter of learning how to operate the equipment so the method becomes the objective.
Kawamura: Itis said that getting too absorbed in media leads to being controlled by ths
appreciate the value of studying the conventional way at school

Ishii: Adults may think that media are always something new, but human beings don't necessarily want to do or know something new.
Something may have been infeasible because of technological constraints and maybe what peaple are doing now is what they have

endless flow of information, but it makes me

wanted to do for a long time. In this respect, the media age enables us to rediscover what it means to be human.

The German word for“education’ is erziehen, which comes from the word “to draw out.” Education will benefit if media can draw out
children’s potential and their latent thoughts. People change when they become curious. When you are shown something interesting,
you want to try it and learn how to do it. That's why we need to make sure that children have a lot of memorable experiences
Kawamura: Children will make

need to approach things with this kind of open attitude in the world of the future, Thank you very much for today.

se of media to find out what they want to know regardless of the curriculum or the tool. Childrenwill

(Edited by Makoto Kinoshita)
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AFEE Tomohiro Kawamura
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rin charge of CRN Research on Children and the Media. Resear Keio University
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Symposium:

Children's Use of Multi-Media to Make Friends
The first CRN symposium on Child Science
addressed multi-media, such as pocket pagers,
mobile phones, and print club stickers that junior
high school students used to make friends. Other
topics included the future network society and its
effect on children’s relationships and future.

=N

@ Awaya nobuko (R3TLITE)

@F L Rika (fBH#RIELE)

@ EE (KRENBAZRZRAFHFTRE)
OMNE— (FILZARIMXZHHIER)
O@FHEN (RRAFHE)

Speakers:

* Nobuko Awaya {Crass-cultural Journalist)

* Hidenori Fujita (Professor, The University of Takyo)

* Tomohiro Kawamura (Keio University Graduate School,
Ishii Laboratary)

* Rika Kayama (Psychiatrist}

* Shinichi Takemura (Assistant Professor, Tohoku University
of Art and Design)

7 B | CRN BCHEFFil

= AL F P 7T Y 3R 4R
B, EERPIEENE—RIL
ETF R,
Launched CRN website
The first website was a trial-and-

error effort in the early stages of
Internet.

B . e e
Welcome to Child Research Net

Eiks
‘Rt a1
1996 F7 26 HBHFTILEH
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SN EEER ST 52K
HE, ERiAihte BT,
Symposium:
Children in Today's Multi-Media Society
Held on July 26, this symposium
commemorated CRN's website launch.
Entitled “Children in Today's Multi-Media
Society,” it used a teleconferencing system

to link the conference venue with a school
class.

REN:

@O HHE (REYBAKFHRE)
@Rk (FEASHE)

@HE T (HFkLFAEZE)
OARER (HABUAEHT)
OHAR (BEHEFEROHK)
Panelists:

«Tatsuo Inemasu (Professor, Hosei University)

* Takemochi Ishii (Professor, Keio University)

* Kisou Kubota (Professor, Nihon Fukushi University)

* Subaru Sakamoto (Director of Development Center
for Educational Broadcasting)

* Nobuke Uchida (Frofessor, Ochanomizu University)
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CRN"istory
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A decade of growth
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[B1 A 1996 £ )L 22 9t 55 W) A 32 1A 3
FrER M. SMNAE, Bl
SMERSHITTIILENZNE LB,
HER, BRIHRENZERLTE
BMXFR, ELF, Z "HERLEZS"
PEMRE ZBETHREFRR.

CRN was established in 1996, and for the first six
years, our main focus was promoting Child Science,
a new interdisciplinary perspective on children.
Over the years, we have held events and symposia
to build strong relationships with researchers
inJapan and abroad. We also undertake joint
research and cooperate in other ways with the
Japanese Society of Child Science and research
institutes in China.

TR A REREE S0 EEITHEES
RS AYREER,

Note: Speakers are listed alphabetically. All titles
are accurate as of presentation date.
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Lecture meeting:
Chimpanzees and the Natural
Environment

CRN, Dr. Jane Goodall tal
graders about her life
chimpanzees for over 38
A
@z i RiE L

(I bl EF A AL R 52 BT BT 46)
Speaker:
* Dr. Jane Goodall

12 B | ®RIRIJWDA FILEiZitiRE

CRN website awarded the Silver Prize of
the Web Design Award.
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International symposium:

Evolution of Child Development in the Multimedia

Environment

On the theme, “Augmented Childhood—Evolution of

Child Development in the Multimedia Environment,”

participants from eight countries exchanged

views on the knowledge necessary for living ina

multimedia environment and its future direction.

EEA:

@ Anura Goonasekera (T ERERP LHRAEEN)

OEHEE (KUY BRKFHIET)

@ (dit Harel (DA AR)

@umE/NE (BHRMER)

@RI (Seymour Papert) (FREELERE
R EHIT)

@/ #iEZE GREAFRIHER)

@=xNaomi (FFRAZEHIEF)

OUR—E (RINER) %

Speakers and Panelists:

» Anura Goonasekera

« Idit Harel (Founder and P

* Michitaka Hirose (

» Takemochi Ishii (Profe

= Koharu Kisaragi iPlay

* Naomi Miyake (profes

or, Keio University
ghtl

wkya University)

108 | =i

“RIEERHE RSB SRIHE”
BEHRERNRKEFRRSE
K% HiER (Jane Goodall) #+
HBRFIMET E. BFIDARRT
R, 5Bt TR 2 e,

Lecture meeting:

Chimpanzees and Natural Environment
CRN invited Dr. Jane Goodall, the world

ed primatologist, and organized

or children who were
and asked many questions.

WA
@ ERET
(X L BF L AR R ST BT TS
Speaker:
* Dr. Jane Goodall (Directar of Gonbe Res T
Wiidlife

i
“LEMERSEERMR

Jay BelskyfEH4EH : “REMNRE
BARATREENZTHXAENMH BN EF
ERMA A, FEMIMIERERE, X
BEFHARK.”

Lecture meeting:

Message to Moms & Dads

Dr. Jay Belsky's message to working parents
"High quality child care is defined as care

that gives the child supportive, attentive and
individualized attention, Thus, parents who rely
upon routine, nonmaternal care should make
sure their children get the highest quality care.”

EHA
@ Jay Belsky 4
(BE&ZERINLKFER)

Speaker:

r of Human
* Seymour Papert (Leg f Learning Research elcy
/_/_\‘\\ Massachusetts Institite
( (@ | CRN : : Y e Kazuma Yamane (Journalist)
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PLAYFUL
The “play” in “playful” ref
i iration.”J

ins;

experiences when fi h the joy of living

“ILEWEM 99 EFF R A E"

BUNETR, RERENT, SENFRKIHIMLA 150 LS T I
mEl, RIKIREFRAAE “M-%-EH,
CRN International Playshop 99

Mare than 150

and educators

EEA:

O LHFIT (FmLTARHIE)

@ Edith Ackermann (FFEE T2 RS ELE)
@KFHER UNLDERSR)

@ Jogi Panghaal (i%it/m[a)

@ Hillel Weintraub (EIFEALEFR¥P. SHZMBESE)
@® Milton Chen (FFiE BT HE WEHITIEE)

@S H A (FRAFHE)

® Lehan Ramsay (REALEFRMIH, SHER)

@®Ruth Cox (ER. ¥ER) %

Guest Commentators anc

* Edith Ackermann ting Professor, MIT Schiog
= Milton Chen (Executive Director, The Gearge L

* Ruth Cox (Actress, Educatorna

* Yoshiro Miyata (Professor, C

* Miya Omori (Child Cou or,
+ Jogi Panghaal (Design Consultant at Lifet
* Lehan Ramsay (Artist:-Teacher. D

* Nobuyuki Ueda (Professor, K

* Hillel Weintraub (Director, Communication Center; Teacher, Doshisha International ir/Sr High Schoo

DRELS
‘AT R B ML R S R BRI 7
"ERFENHIRT Eids HETEE L
I REHEREE, FRRRREMERNHEE
BRI, SEFANAEZMNEEHEEATE
RN R EERRR A D,
Panel Discussion:
Can Discipline Prev

ers disc

A

@EARE (LEF2IRLETES. | IEHIRA/NEHR)
O@ERER (FRMEMRER “HI" )

O TH (4iE. E£#)

O HR=E (FRAZAZREHE)

@S E5HT (FE#UAZFHEE)

Panelists:

« Hajime Araki (Executive Director, Center of Lifelong learning; School Teacher
= Syoukou Hirota (Associate Profes ky
= Shinji Miyadai (ascociat
* Naoki Ogi (Director, Practical Education Re
Moderator Makoto Kinoshita (Editor
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' CRN YEAR BOOK) 17
CRN SR EIF. fEEEELTiEE
| BFh, fERSE, A SFREs4
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EIHI R —ERZHIMAEE.
‘ The first CRN YEAR BOOK published
The first CRN annual report was published.
Special Interview features a discussion

between Dr. Kobayashi and a different guest
each year, ranging from

leading authorities
on brain science and
anthropology to
econemists.

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

EOGEZ (tEEasHE)

How are Developments in Neurology
Changing our View of Children?

Toshiyuki Sawaguchi (Professor, Hokkaido University)

“BTR LIS kiR

RER (FRTFRZFHIE)

FEE (BAAZRIEE)

Children Play with their Minds and Bodies

Takeshi Asao (Professor, Nara Women'’s University)
Takashi Saito (Associate Professar, Meiji University)

“RRHIMERREREMILE 2"
BiLHF (fER)

Can the Future Astroboy Surpass the Human Child?
Nobukazu Tajika (Freelance journalist and writer)

“HE R R WSS G0 B TE"
HHEF (FRERAZHE)
Neuratransmitters: Microscopic Substances at the
Synapse Control the Balance between Mind and Body
Sumiko Mochida (Professor, Tokyo Medical University)

“IEHNEREE AEKEEX"
SIHEE (BrH2HYEAEHERNE)
Prolonged Childhood with Brain Enlargement
Hisao Baba (Curator and Chair, Department of
Anthropology, National Science Museum)

“tlE—- I ERILENER—

N EHEAFTHRELE"

FEIA (BFER)

The Perspective of Social Common Capital

for a Nation that Values Children
Hirofumi Uzawa (Economist)
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PLAYSHOP

EEHEH “Feel the Media”
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PLAYSHOP

Feel the Media

In Yoshino, CRN created a playful

space for infants to high school

students and their parents to

experience various media and enjoy
themselves as a family.

it 57 & &£ PLAYSHOP2000 £
EHEXE

PLAYSHOP at World Youth Meeting
2000 in Nagoya
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Panel Discussion:

Bringing Family and School Together

Part of a project to support working mothers in child-

rearing, this discussion was entitled “How do children

learn sacial aptitude and rules?” Panelists discussed

the relationship between school, family and the local

community and how to restore the role of the school.

-5

@ TH (MFiE., F¥)

QEHEN (REAZHE)

@ EF Katsuko (& 7k FAZHIE)
@EINFR (KRN RAFHE)

Panelists:
= Hidenori Fujita (Professor, The University of Tokya)
= Katsuko Makino (Professor, Ochanomizu University)

* Hideki Watanabe (Professor, Keio University)
* Moderator: Makoto Kinoshita (Editor)

EFRftitE Rt 21 HEmEIL”

H5E£EFLUEENCHD#THE "BILHAR. HERER
HeXNZF SR EROENERTEMAREE? " XA
AEM, WEILNAXMERRT SRR TERN L.

International symposium: Childrearing of 21st century

Participants discussed child rearing and early infant care based on a study
by the NICHD in the United States, in particular, how early infant care
affects growth and physical and emotional development of the child.

"EA:

@5 HilT (RERESHARHEE)

OHEMEF (HFE kT FREHE)

@ Sarah LFriendman (ZE NICHD#5 &)

@B ARETF (BILZFAFHIM)

@HEET (BJLER)

O AFE ERTEMSEALRREASER/K)

Panelists:

+ Sarah L. Friedman (Project Sci
* Kazuko Imai (Pro
» Eiko Makita (write i re
* Toshimichi Matsumoto (i
* Yuko Takaki (Lecturer, Kori
* Nobuko Uchida (profe

Scientific Coordinatar of NICHD

uniar College|




December | Winter's Tale - Let's Make a Playful Story -
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Nagayama Chi-kichi was established

CRN continued playful research and set up Chi-kichi Room as

base for chi 1 to play and learn. CRN held

the commu

eqgularly and hosted a playground for schoolchildren in

the lower grades

playshop
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PLAYSHOP

CRN planned, held and observed workshops t«

playfulness in children, focusing on t

content, 2) relationships with people, 3)

) study what promotes

he

1) program
tools (media), and 4)
hardware environment '
3R | "EEBRMER"
March | Messages in the Snow E—
6 B | “Playful BA 1—44> @ AIEE"

June | Playful Magic 1 - Relations between Living Things
7R | "Playful R 2—m B2 E"

July | Playful Magic 2 - Wishing on a Star
8 A | "Playful B 3—#pE©E"
August Playful Magic 3 - Cicada Adventure

128 | "£XREEE—ANE Playful F IR
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To a new stage

Child Science research and China

CRNMZEZZHEHAMFAREME
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CRNEZIMEERESZILERE, LE
MEZE-HHLFE “Human Science”
A BEOEM EHIERILE RS i
HEAEENRZER, WAk BANATES
Ry RILERFNFRERE, MMEAFL
EEILEN SR, EFTEIEBEER
TEENERZRME, (FEL14-171)

Since its establishment, CRN has forged strong
relationships with people and associations who

pline
ental days,
website access and recog

earned our place and reput

ve are ready to open the door to a new area of
activity
Child Science is a key

Ltisac
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of childhood.

half of the tv
unlock the my
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PLAYSHOP
Let's Play in the Colorful Kingdom!
Colorful Kingdom stimulated the

children’s imaginations on various

Is. As residents of a kingdom they

er, they made their

s, and masks out of

1R | CRNZRFRHRES
‘BEREMNRE—ERTEELRES
| FERIRE"

BRAEXRFMIRNRELS,, ERBRE
KEEEH "EWNREIERE" WERR
%, WEEERTTEFRFORSSHH
SRR
Practical Training Seminar for Childcare
Providers Hosted by CRN:

The Quality of Day Care for the Development of
the Mind and Body

CRN

a practical training seminar on physical

\al development in children. This

es on childcare, practical training,
1s on physical exercise in childcare to
te brain development

I
QUM T (EAFLEEAIAILEKESEK)
@HUENE (MAEHEAFHE)

JpeaKers

* Yoriko Isobe (Form

Public Kindergart

Chairperson, The Japan National and

PLAYSHOP
“EERNE L EERH—H R

Chi-kichi Children’s Studio - Let’s Make a Movie!
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From the CRN Study Session on Child Science
to the Japanese Society of Child Science

lopments in the human sciences.V

e of subjects, contributing to a

led to discus

Session

the publication of 2

The Japanese Society

expand r scholars to promote

rch activities and bring together mo

the interdisciplinary study of children.The first general meetin s held

3,and it began accepting members in April 2004
k

and have

both

> and independent organizatio
ns of Dr. Kabayashi, CRN D

CRN nannual
S cognition of Child Science and
the ceremony to'award winners is held at JSCS,

writing contest to promote wider re
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Challenging new spheres
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Network for Child Science in Higher Learning

Bidyou know mare and more universities and colleges have departments,
courses or majors that use “child” or “Child Science”in their name? CRN
conducted a survey of these ir

itutions in FY2006.0ne background
e need for child specialists with knowledge
plinary boundaries. On the other hand, be

orforthe increase js t

that sses the usual

Child Science as an ace

in' hereducation to resolve rhus pr ;b! Sm al |c1 to o»\pand the Child Science

network.

1 Doula 57 BIIESR., PFnE LA,
*1 Doulaisawoman who supports the mother in pregnancy, delivery and
childrearing
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Website Support for Research

Today in the 21st century, having a website is easy, but starting and

maintaining it can be difficult ar consuming. CRN helps affiliated

search institutes o

tions and heir official

academic as

This website know-how, in turn, helps them expand their

i1ties.

olding lectures and sympc eneral public of

the latest r arch, and CRN
Nearly 7000

professior

vith publicity.

in child-related
atwork, and many

access our websit ents on th

ly. Posting an event page
and in the e-mail magazine is a sure way to communicate your message

quickly and widely.

CRN also extends support to young, promising researchers. Graduate

students r that don't fitinto

conventio to present their research. As

a place onits websit
of great interest. In the

a means of supj or young

researchers who are working in are ist, subjects

have included doulas*',
dyslexia, and learning
environment design.We
hope this will lead to
encounters with others
working in the same area
and new research topics.

BEFEOYE
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Challenging new spheres
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Transcending Borders
Child Science since the start of our
Chinese-language website

= Launched in February 2005, the CBN Chinese-language website’
= promotes exchange between researchers in China and Japan

-. E CJLERET SENTR '. Pk B ED

MR ZHESRIFHTFR, B2, ENEAEED CRN fi3ChR, B kB BAR “LEHRZE" F8
EWAE M. BT, CRN ENRMSEE SR E N, WEM L, TEHTREFEHILHEERONE, HER
B R HPENED, MEFAZM. HEEDE—NETFREZIRFNAT. NTARHE

H 2004 4 CRN 3R E & HAZ 2006 SFH[E), /Mik MAERKIIME, ETAFMRNELESITEER
B A A R R EHTERES), FEWHEILENTR A3 S8y, CRN EMAE, BHEREFENEMN
HITER, SHEERNASHTEZHREL. MAERE RF—2, HBREATHRREFEMHAEITEENOZH, <
hEZERE, D’JEF'EJLiﬂ;ﬁ’J:f%ﬂ}#tﬁiiﬁﬂ—n. HERREET
EMTRZIEE, : = REMER “—KEK" W8, 2EBAR, #£L

B EEFEER S LAz, RN R EH—5 T
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Central source of information

CRN's Chinese-language website provides information on Child Science as well as academic papers by child education
specialists in China, Based on solid science, its ideas and know-how en child-rearing and education attract Chinese parents
concerned abaut how to raise their only child well and provide the best education possible. Access by researchers and others
in the education field also continues ta grow. The situation may be different in each country, but children’sissues have much in
common. Our goal is to provide useful content and better communication linking researchers, professionals and parents—to
become a central source of information on children in China and Japan.
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China-Japan Exchanges in Child Science

In addition to Internet communication, CRN promotes academic exchange through mutual visits because we believe that face-to-face dialogue is also
important. Dr. Kobayashi, CRN Director, has made four visits ta learn firsthand about children in China and exchange views with child specialists.

* October 2005 International Forum on Early childhood Education in Multi-Culture Background, sponsored by the China Soong Ching Ling Foundation
* October 2006 International Symposium on Education and Early Development of Infants, sponsored by the National Population and Family Planning
Commission

The Sixth Conference of the Association of Health Education for Young Children, an organization under the China Early Childhood Education Research
Association held on August 2006. CRN sponsored a subcommittee where Dr. Noboru Kobayashi, CRN Director, and Dr. Yoichi Sakakihara, Professor of
QOchanomizu Women's University, gave presentations on the importance of food education from a medical perspective, a major concern in China as the

problem of child ebesity grows.

CRN also invites researchers from China to Japan for academic exchanges. Two scholars from China
participated in the Japanese Society of Child Science conference in September 2005, and we hope to continue
our dialogue on Child Science in this way.

Child Science is gathering interest, from Japan to China and the countries of Southeast Asia. Each country has
a number of child-related problems, and as this borderless network of researchers grows, CRN's activities will
continue to promote dialogue.
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CRN has websites in three languages, Japanese, English and Chinese,
launched in 2005. As the Internet increases capacity and speed, we

are sharing information and discussing children’s problems with a
growing network of researchers, teachers and parents worldwide.
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CRN websites in three Ianguages:Japanese, English and Chmese

World communication through multilingual websites
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Doula fi5iE Doula Laboratory
: EiaiER. £7. BILNEEMERASERRIE. ER XL
o m--] ssEn t oE
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= S, - = This site provides information on the doula’s role in offering emotional support to
mothers during pregnancy, delivery and child-rearing and introduces its history, effects
and current practice.

JLER A REETT Reports for Children’s Bright Future
XEFREREAERIMRSHEARNIERROIM ARG S, EEMFEZ
BEMNILERR

Reports from researchers and practitioners in Japan and abroad on children’s issues
from various perspectives.

IIESREWRE Research on Children and the Media
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One of CRN's aldest features, these reports follow actual media use by children and
changes over time, including interviews with children, workshop information, surveys
on Internet usage.

*HAFRENELBASWUR (BE) FEFEBRAARNHERA.

“CRN member registration is required to use some features of the Research Room and Conference Room (Forum),
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Recommended
Meonthly Articles on Children
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Wide range of topics on children by researchers and CRN staff

Recent Research on Japanese Children

. EEBHRTHXAKRILENEERE, fE. 20%5.
EI% Research, reports and studies on Japanese children
English Issues of Childhood and Parenthood in Modern Japan

HEZER, NEFNAE, EASTBAENEIL
(0
Educational specialists report on current childcare and parenting
issues in Japan from mothers' viewpoints

http://www.crn.net.cn
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"EFTRERREFE" (BHIE) Child Health (LIBRARY)
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Dr.Wang, pediatrician and specialist in children’s healthcare, supervises this
se ootz feature on health that is full of helpful information on child-rearing q: i

g “TABAER" (WFeiRE) ¢ Immunization (LABORATORY)
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One-year olds and young children in China are immunized for a wider range of
diseases and more frequently than in Japan.

EEEHF (BHE) Pipi's stay in Japan (LIBRARY)
EEFEOMEFEREHBRFHRNE)LAE, SETERFML
BHELES, MHRAXY)LEENIEE.

A Chinese psychologist introduces his family's experiences during a stay in
Japan and child education in Japan from the viewpoint of children and parents.

Chinese
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As a scholar of education, | do research in philosophy and the intellectual
thought, so it is a good way to learn about developmental psychology and
clinical research.

(Male university professor, 50s)

| research issues of attachment and am involved in activities to support child

care. CRN's wide range of topics on children and latest information are helpful

not only in my research, but also in my own experience of raising children.
(Female university professor, 30s)
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CRN researches children from an interdisciplinary perspective and doesn't
confine its scope to conventional frameworks—it is open to all types of
research that will broaden our understanding of children.

(Male university professor, 30s)
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Mothers who are busy raising children need psychological support and
looking at the objective data on children can help. | sometimes access the
English-language website to study the translation into English.

(Housewife, 30s)

Reading about upcoming events and conferences gets me interested and
makes me want to attend. The articles are strong on academic content and
worth reading.

(Male high school teacher, 40s)

orild S Cle@nce

CRNBE &1~ F 5 B Eut AT 5 2
HILEUREETHMAE SRS, XEFRRI
HEEIENERBELES TSEFR.

(30-39 % =i/ 4h LI ZIT)

Increasing specialization makes it difficult to grasp the whole picture these
days. | like the fact that CRN views children comprehensively and that's the
approach | try to take.

(Male researcher, 40s)
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The declining birthrate and medical issues are not simply private problems
—they have a deep impact on the local community and social structure, too.
| hope that CRN will continue to make use of data on private life, society and
the international situation to provide information and new ideas and conduct
basic research that will change the world we live in.

{Male researcher, 60s)
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n the CRN Japz e website in January 2006 and questionnaire by returr

Children now live in an increasingly complex world.| want CRN to try to
capture their reality from different perspectives and serve as a bridge between
the theoretical and practical.

(Male company employee)
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Japanese-language website
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Lnplish-languape website

http://www.childresearch.net/
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Chinese-language website

http://www.crn.net.cn/
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Child Research Neu ICRN] Is 4 non-profit, Internet-based child research institute and operated under the ausplees of Benesse Corporation in Japan
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